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COVER SHEET

Draft Environmental Impact Statement
Closure of Chanute Air Force Base

Responsible Agency: United States Air Force

Action: In response to the recommendations of the Defense Secretary’s
Commission on Base Realignments and Closures to legislative
requirements in the Base Closure and Realignment Act (Public Law
100-526). Chanute Air Force Base (AFB) is to be closed. The
training courses offered at the 330th Technical Training Center
now located at Chanute Air Force Base will be moved to several
gaining bases. These bases are: Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas;
Keesler Air Force Base, Mississippi; Lowry Air Force Base,
Colorado; and Goodfellow Air Force Base, Texas.

Contact for Further Information: Ms. Catherine Hitchins
HQ ATC/DEEV
Randoiph Air Force Base, Texas 78150-5001

Phone: (512) 652-3240

Designation: Oraft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)

Abstract: This statement assesses the potential environmental impacts from
the closure of Chanute Air Force Base, located in the Village of
Rantoul, I11inois. Closure would significantly reduce on-base
activity. The only significant impact resulting from closure
would be the the reduction of wastewater flow to the Village of
Rantoul Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant. The flow will be

reduced by 50 percent.

Comments on the Draft EIS should be addressed to Ms. Catherine
Hitchins at the address noted above. The comment period ends on

. -Comments must be received by . A
pubTic hearing will be held on . Notice of this
hearing will appear in the local media. Ms. Hitchins can also
be contacted for information on this meeting.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The action evaluated in this Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is the
closure of Chanute Air Force Base, I11inois. The closure is the result of
the recommendations of the Defense Secretary’s Commission on Base
Realignment and Closure, of legislative requirements in the Base Closure
and Realignment Act (Public Law 100-526), and of U.S. Air Force plans to
enhance mission readiness and national security. Primarily, the closure of
Chanute Air Force Base will involive the transfer of courses to bases
designated for realignment and the removal of equipment and personnel. No
construction or demolition activities are planned as part of the action.
Provisions of the Act preclude the examination of any alternative actions
to closure. Consequently, this document will only examine alternate
methods of carrying out the closure. Because the Act requires
implementation of the closure/realignment, "no action® is not an
alternative and is not specifically included. However, Chapter 3 presents
the environmental conditions associated with the installation and its
operations and will serve as the baseiine against which the implementation
impacts are judged.

This EIS describes conditions with all units currently operational in
Chapter 3. Chapter 4 of this document assesses the impacts of the closure
of the base (withdrawal of all units.) While the environmental impacts to
Chanute Air Force Base caused by the departure of all units are within the
scope of this EIS, the environmental impacts caused by the arrival of those
units at the new locations are not part of this EIS. Those impacts will be
analyzed in separate NEPA documents focusing on impacts and issues at the
various receiving bases.

A second EIS will be prepared to cover the final disposition of the base
property (including potential reuse). This process also involves laws and
community issues quite different from the comparatively straightforward
steps involved in closure, such as halting operations and removing
equipment and personnel.

The following presents a summary of environmental impacts as a result of
the closure of Chanute Air Force Base. Socioeconomic impacts (except for
the regional wastewater treatment plant) are to be addressed in the second
EIS.

Climate: No Impact

Topography: No Impact

Geology and Minerals: Insignificant impact, with the only impacts
resulting from reduced local sand and gravel mining.

Paleontology: No Impact
Soils: Due to the closure of the base, the soils will be moderately

positively affected. There will be less grading and excavation as
and less potential for the release of hazardous materials.
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Installation Restoration Program (IRP): This program is independent
of the closure action and will not be affected.

Waste Management: the waste management on the base will be
insignificantly affected. The U.S. Air Force will coordinate with
all state and federal authorities for the disposition of storage
tanks, oil/water separators, and hazardous waste storage facilities.
Solid waste production may increase temporarily during the closure
action but will cease when the base closes, providing a beneficial
impact to the Village of Rantoul’s landfill longevity. Currently,
the extent of asbestos and PCB's are not known. Surveys will be
completed prior to the base closure.

Air Quality: By reducing the pollutant emissions from day-to-day
operations of the base, the air quality of the base and the Village
of Rantoul will be insignificantly affected.

Groundwater Resources: The base closure will eliminate the risk of
hazardous materials spills or releases related to the military
mission of the base. The closure will also reduce future
construction that would create more impervious space on the aquifer
recharge area that the base partially occupies.

Surface Waters: The creek and other bodies of water will receive
positive impacts. The wastewater treatment piant will receive
significant economic and physical impacts.

Biological Environment: The impiementation of closure should provide
positive impacts for the biological environment but these effects may
be tempered by not implementing the Fish and Wildlife Management

Plan.
Cultural Resources: No Impact

Noise Factors: No Impact

Zoning and Political Boundaries: The land uses on base could be
regulated by the Village of Rantoul depending on the transfer of

ownership.

Sociceconomic Factors: A detailed analysis that will discuss reuse
alternatives for Chanute Air Force Base will be conducted in the

second EIS.

Transportation: The additional vehicle or train traffic necessary
for implementing closure of the base will be staggered over a period
of years. The movement of each course will involve an increase in
traffic over a shorter time period. To prevent impacts on the local
roadways, the vehicle or train movements can be staggered.
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1. DESCRIPTION OF AND NEED FOR PROPOSED ACTION

1.0 Introduction

9/28/89

The Defense Secretary’s Commission on Base Realignment and
Closure ("Commission or CBRC") was chartered on 3 May 1988 by
the Secretary of Defense to recommend military installations
within the United States, its commonwealths, territories, and
possessions for realignment and closure. Subsequently, the Base
Closure and Realignment Act (Public Law 100-526, 24 October
1988) endorsed the Secretary’s Commission and required the
Secretary of Defense to implement its recommendations unless
he rejected them in their entirety or the Congress passed (and
the President signed) a Joint Resolution disapproving the
Commission’s recommendations.

The primary criteria used by the Commission for identifying
candidate bases was the military value of the installation.
However, cost savings were also considered, as were the current
and projected plans and requirements for each military service.
Lastly, the Commission focused its review on military properties
and their uses, not military units or organizational/
administrative issues.

On 29 December 1988, the Commission recommended the realignment
and closure of 145 military installations. Of this number, 86
are to be closed fully, five are to be closed in part, and 54
will experience a change (either an increase or decrease) as
units and activities are relocated.

On 8 January 1989, the Secretary of Defense approved those
recommendations and announced that the Department of Defense
would implement them. The Congress did not pass a Joint
Resolution disapproving the recommendations within the time

allotted by the Act.

Therefore, the Act now requires the Secretary of Defense, as a
matter of law, to implement those closures and realignments.
Implementation must be initiated by 30 September 1991, and must
be completed no later than 30 September 1995. Thus, the
decision has been made to close Chanute AFB.

The Base Closure and Realignment Act requires the implementing
actions to conform to the provisions of the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). as implemented by the
President’s Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations.
In addition, this EIS also follows Air Force Regulation (AFR)
19-2, which implements both NEPA and the CEQ regulations within
the Air fForce system. However. the Act also modified NEPA to
the extent that the environmental analysis need not consider:

1-1
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1. The need for closing or realigning a military installation
selected for closure or realignment by the Commission;

2. the need for transferring functions to another military
installation that has been selected as the receiving
installation; or

3. alternative military installations to those selected.

Scoping Process and Preplanning Analysis

To make the NEPA process more useful to decision-makers and the
public, CEQ regulations require a scoping process. The
objective of this process is to determine the scope of issues to
be addressed and to identify significant issues related to the

action.

On February 8, 1989, the Department of the Air Force published
a Notice of Intent in the Federal Register to prepare the
Environmental Impact Statement for the closure of Chanute AFB.
Local notification of the public scoping meeting was achieved
through T.V., radio, and newspapers within a 75- mile radius of

the base.

On March 1, 1989, the United States Air Force conducted a public
scoping meeting in the Rantoul Township High School Gymnasium.
This meeting was held to solicit comments and identify concerns
related to the impacts of the closure of Chanute AFB.

1.1.1 Public Scoping Meeting

Ouring the public scoping meeting, many issues related to
the disposal and reuse of the base were raised. This
document will address only those issues related to
closure. Issues related to the disposal and reuse of the
installation and facilities will be addressed in the
second reuse EIS. Issues raised in the public scoping
meeting and addressed in this document include the

following:

Physical and economic impacts on the regional
wastewater facility

Impacts of hazardous waste sites

1-2
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Costs of environmental mitigations

Land use issues

Surface water and groundwater impacts
Removal and cleanup of buried fuel tanks
Removal and disposal of asbestos hazards

Removal and disposal of PCB’s

Issues raised in the public scoping meeting to be

addressed in the second E1S.

Connection of Chanute to the Village electrical
system

Loss of jobs, population
Large numbers of vacant homes, buildings

Loss of revenue for the Village of Rantoul,
including State and Federal aid

Increased expenditures by the Village of Rantoul
Drop in property values
Loss of local business revenue

Loss of school attendance

Elimination of use of the Chanute AFB by military
retirees, especially hospital facilities

Personal distress, tension
Diminished educational funding

Reduction of non-profit social services

1-3




0Jos
1.2
1.3
1.4

9/28/89

PFEIS

Related Environmental Studies

The potential environmental impacts that may occur at the
receiving bases will be addressed in separate environmental
assessments at those installations and are beyond the scope of
this EIS. These environmental assessments include the
following:

Environmental Assessment for the Realignment of Goodfellow
AFB, Texas.

Environmental Assessment for the Realignment of Keesler
AFB, Mississippi.

Environmental Assessment for the Realignment of Lowry AFB,
Colorado

Environmental Assessment for the Realignment of Sheppard
AFB, Texas.

Issues Beyond the Scope of the EIS

This EIS only addresses environmental impacts of the closure of
Chanute AFB.

A second EIS will be prepared to cover the Air Force's proposed
final disposition of the base property including community reuse
[Federal Register 54, 6256 (February 8, 1989)]. A socioeconomic
study will be conducted and included in the second EIS to
discuss the effects on socioeconomic factors.

The Installation Restoration Program (IRP) is independent of
closure and beyond the scope of this EIS. The IRP is only
addressed to the extent that it is interrelated to closure
actions and associated potential impacts.

Relevant Federal, State, and Local Statutes, Regulations or
Guidelines

The following Federal and Air Force regulations relate to the
proposed action:

Federal
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Considers
environmental factors through a systematic
interdisciplinary approach.

President’s Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)
regulations. The agency that administers the NEPA process.

1-4
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Endangered Species Act of 1973. Conserves ecosystems for
the use of endangered or threatened species.

National Historic Preservation Act. Protects districts,
buildings, sites and objectives significant to American

History.

Clean Water Act. Reduces water pollution and the discharge
of toxic and waste materials into all waters.

Clean Air Act. Reduces air pollution dangerous to public
health, crops, livestock, and property.

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA/HSWA).
Control of waste disposal and hazardous waste.

Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act
(FIFRA). Controls the application of pesticides to provide
greater protection to humans and the environment.

Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and
CERCLA (Superfund) Liability Act/SARA. Provides for
liability, compensation, clean-up, and emergency response
for hazardous substances released into the environment and
the clean-up of inactive hazardous waste disposal sites.

Toxic Substance Control Act (TSCA). To regulate commerce
and protect human health and the environment by requiring
testing and necessary use restrictions on certain chemical

substances and for other purposes.

Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs, Executive
Order 12372. Provides opportunity for consultation by
state and local governments of Federal financial assistance

or direct Federal development.

Air Force

Environmental Impact Analysis Process (EIAP) (AFR 19-2).
Gives specific procedural requirements for Air Force
implementation of the NEPA

Pollution Abatement and Environmental Quality (AFR 19-1).
States policies and assigns responsibilities for the
development of an organized, integrated. multidisciplinary.
environmental protection program to make sure the Air
Force, at all levels of command, conducts its activities in
a manner that protects and enhances environmental quality.
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Environmental Pollution Monitnring (AFR 19-7). Sets up
environmental pollution monitoring program for Air Force
installations.

Interagency and Intergovernmental Coordination of Land,
Facility, and Environmental Plans, Program, and Projects
(AFR 19-9). Regulations requiring inter-governmental and
inter-agency coordination.

Conservation and Management of Natural Resources (AFR
126-1). This regulation gives policies, procedures and
functional responsibilities for managing and conserving
soil, water, forest, fish, wildlife, and outdoor recreation
resources on Air Force Lands.

Natural Resources Land Management (AFM 126-2). Program for
development, improvement, maintenance, and conservation of
the real property of DOD installations.

State

I17inois Environmental Protection Act: Establiish a unified
state-wide program for environmental protection and
cooperate fully with other states and with the United
States in protecting the environment.

Air Pollution Control) (Title 35; Subtitle B; Chapter I;
Parts 201-245: Protect and enhance air quality of the
State of Illinois. Ensure compliance with ambient air
quality standards. Regulate stationary sources and
administer special programs.

Land Pollution Control (Title 35; Subtitle G; Chapter I and
I1; Parts; 700-870): Enforce State hazardous waste control
laws and regulations. Regulate the use, storage,
transportation, treatment, and disposal of hazardous
materials and waste.

Public Water Supplies (Title 35; Subtitle F; Chapter 1 and
II; Parts 601-654): Ensure the continuous operation and
maintenance of public water supply facilities so that the
water will be assuredly safe in quality, clean, adequate in
quantity, and the satisfactory mineral characteristics for
ordinary domestic consumption.

Water Pollution Control (Title 35; Subtitle G:; Chapter I.
Parts 301, 312): Restore, maintain, and enhance the

purity of the waters in the state of Illinois. Ensure that
no contaminants are discharged into the waters without
being given the degree of treatment of control necessary to

prevent pollution.

1-6
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I11inois Endangered Species Protection Act - Conserve
species of fish, wildlife, and plants facing extinction.

Local

No local statutes or regulations pertain to the base
closure process.

1-7
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2. ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED INCLUDING THE ACTION

2.0 Introduction

2.1

2.2

9/28/89

This section describes the action, withdrawal of personnel, and
closure of the base in sufficient detail to allow environmental
impacts to be assessed. Provisions of the Base Closure and
Realignment Act preclude the examination of any alternative
actions to closure of the base. The Act requires implementation
of the closure; therefore, the "No Action® alternative is not
discussed. The only alternatives to be addressed will be
alternative methods of carrying out the closure.

Alternative Considered but Eliminated

Quick Withdrawal and Closure of Chanute Air Force Base

During the public scoping meeting, a quick withdrawal of
military personnel and closure of Chanute AFB was proposed.

This alternative was eliminated from consideration as a result
of the Defense Secretary’s Commission on Base Realignment and
Closure. A phased withdrawal and closure will lessen the
impacts on the military personnel and the surrounding community.

Quick withdrawal and closure would not allow the receiving bases
to complete necessary construction projects. Essentially, in a
quick withdrawal, the technical training currently conducted at
Chanute AFB would cease. Transferring the training courses
requires extensive construction, alteration, and enhancement of
facilities at the gaining bases requiring two to five years to
complete. The Air Force cannot function efficiently in several
areas if it must suffer a two-to-five-year gap in the essential
technical training now conducted at Chanute AFB.

Description of the Action

The withdrawal of personnel and closure of Chanute AFB will be
implemented by relocating the mission and related support
activities of the Chanute Technical Training Canter to existing
technical training centers at Sheppard, Keesler, Lowry, and
Goodfellow AFB’s.

Sheppard AFB, Texas will receive 52 courses including
aircraft engine, propulsion, maintenance, and air crew life
support training. The first class will begin in 1990 and
the realignment should be completed by 1994.

2-1
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Keesler AFB, Mississippi, will receive 22 courses including
avionics and weather equipment maintenance, weather
satellite system, and photo-interpretation training. The
first class will begin in 1990, and this realignment should
be completed by 1992.

Lowry AFB, Colorado will receive 45 courses including
missile support equipment maintenance, intercontinental
ballistic missile maintenance officer, and cryogenic
operations training. The first class will begin in 1990;
the realignment should be completed in 1993.

Goodfellow AFB, Texas will receive 25 courses including
fire fighting, fire truck operation and maintenance and
fuel inspection training. The first class will begin in
1992 and the realignment should be completed in 1993.

This action will be a phased process. The process will be
scheduled in accordance with the graduation dates for each
training class. The Air Force will not move students from
Chanute to the receiving bases. Students graduating from
training classes at Chanute will transfer to their permanent
assignments. After each "final" class graduation at Chanute,
that particular course will be relocated to the receiving base.
The next class of students will travel directly to the new base
for training.

Civil Service employees at Chanute AFB will be eligible for
listing with the Priority Placement Program within the
Department of Defense. Personnel directly related to specific
training courses will have the opportunity to move to the base
acquiring the training course. Many military personnel at
Chanute will be due for a permanent change of station when the
base is scheduled for closure. At that time, military personnel
will be transferred, and replacements will be assigned to the
bases acquiring the training classes.

Several alternative methods (mode) exist for transporting USAF
supplies equipment and personal belongings. These modes include
truck, freight train, airplane, and barge. Usually trucks
provide the most feasible means of transport. However, due to
the nature and logistics of the relocation, the optimal mode may
be a combination of vehicles. The exact mix would be based on
cargo packaging, shipment schedules, and costs per unit. Using
the assumptions given in Appendix A, it is assumed that
approximately 7,875 tons of USAF supplies. equipment and
personal belongings would be moved from Chanute AFB to the
receiving bases: Lowry AFB. Colorado: Sheppard AFB. Texas:
Goodfellow AFB, Texas:. and Keesler AFB. Mississippi. Table 3.7
provides a summary of the possible alternative modes of
transportation of equipment. supplies. and personal belongings.
No specific mode or combination of modes is preferred at this
time.
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Table 2.1
' Summary of Key Impacts Due to Base Closure
a’ _ Closure
ﬂ Impact Area Implementation Post Closure Notes
Project Area: No Impact Undetermined Impact The Closure of
Zoning and Political . the base could
ﬂ Boundaries allow the
, Village of
Rantoul to
regulate future
' land use on the
base.
ﬂ Chapman Courts No Impacts Continued maint-
enance to prevent
detertioration.
’ Water Resources:
Groundwater Resources No Impacts Possibly reduce
groundwater
d withdrawal.
Surface Water No Impacts Continued maint-
‘ enance of Base
i Recreation Lake.
Waste Management: *
Solid Waste Minor increase in Possible lengthened
waste stream in landf111 1ife span.
’ landfill.
Wastewater Treatment
Plant: Impact increases Significant Impact Will affect:
d during period of 1) pumping
implementation facilities
2) Clarifiers
and packed
i towers
3) Piping
systems
‘ 4) Sludge
handl1ing
facilities
’ 5) 0 and M Staff
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3. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT AREA

3.0

3.1
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Installation History and Mission

Chanute AFB, constructed in 1917 adjacent the Village of
Rantoul, initially served as a training facility and storage
depot for aircraft engines and paint. Mechanical, photographic,
and communications training activities were transferred to
Chanute in the early 1920's. In 1929, a technical training
school for all Air Corps mechanics was established.

In 1938, appropriations were authorized to modernize the
technical training facilities and expand the base to its present
size of approximately 2,100 acres. The Air Corps Technical
Training Command established its first headquarters at Chanute
Field in 1941. During World War II, aircraft maintenance,
weather observation, 1ife support, and metallurgy training were
conducted at the base.

Since World War II, military and technical training for
aerospace weapon systems support personnel has been the primary
mission of Chanute Air Force Base. In 1959, the installation
was designated the Chanute Technical Training Center. The
runways were closed for military operations in July 1971,
resulting in Chanute’s current designation as a non-flying
training facility. The current host unit at Chanute AFB is the

330th Technical Training Wing.

General Description of the Project Area

Chanute AFB is located in the Village of Rantoul, which is in
Champaign County in east-central Illinois (see Figure 3.1.) The
City of Champaign-Urbana is approximately 14 miles south of
Chanute AFB (see Figure 3.2.)

3.1.1 Climate

The Chanute AFB and the Rantoul community have a
temperate continental climate with characteristics
reflecting their geographical position in Il1linois. This
is an area of climatic transition between the northern
and southern sectors of the State. This continental
climate produces a wide range of temperatures from 100
degrees Fahrenheit in the summer to -25 degrees
Fahrenheit in the winter.

The average annual precipitation is 36 inches. The
greater monthly average precipitation occurs during the
summer months of June (four inches) and July (five
inches). The lowest monthly average precipitation occurs

3-1
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Figure 3.2
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in the winter months of January and February when
precipitation usually does not exceed two inches.

The prevailing wind comes from the southwest.
Occasionally, during the winter months, the wind comes
from the west or northwest. The average annual windspeed
is approximately seven miles per hour. The average
windspeed is usually greater during the winter and early
spring, then subsides somewhat during the summer.

ToEograghy

Chanute AFB is located in a relatively level area between
two glacially-deposited moraines. The local topography
and glacial influences are the products of stream
development. The land surface slopes from 750 feet mean
sea level (MSL) at the northwest corner of the base to an
elevation of 710 feet MSL along Salt Fork Creek near the
southeastern installation boundary (see Figure 3.3.)

Zoning and Political Boundaries

In the Village of Rantoul, as shown in Figure 3.4, there
are a variety of zoning districts along the north base
boundary, including M-1 (Manufacturing), C-2
(Commercial), R-2 (Residential), R-4 (Residential High
Density), and A-1 (Agricultural). Chanute AFB is
designated as G-1 (Government) on the zoning map. The
zoning ordinance for the base provides for the
unrestricted use of all property within the base’s
boundaries. The ordinance also prohibits any
restrictions on the type of building construction on the
base. No designated flood plains exist on Chanute AFB.
A small portion of the southeast corner of the base,
known as the 900 area, is not within the incorporated
boundaries of the Village of Rantoul and is not zoned.

Chanut AFB has granted several easements for utility
lines ai. roads that cross the installation. A sewer and
water line easement was granted to an individual through
the Chapman Court housing area, and the State of Illinois
was granted easements for road construction. The Central
INlinois Public Service Company owns a ut’lity easement
for a power transmission line along the northern border
of the base and an outdoor sub-station. Eastern Illinois
Telephone Company was granted easements for telephone
cables along the west boundary of the base and in the
Chapman Court housing area. Right of way easements were
granted to an individual. a commercial enterprise. ano
the Village of Rantoul for road construction. Another
individual was granted an easement for a3 drainage line.

3-4
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Figure 3.4
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Chapman Court

Chapman Court is an off-base housing annex located in the
Village of Rantoul. This annex consists of 120
structures. Currently, only 79 units are available for
occupancy. These units are being used to house
unaccompanied airmen, that is enlisted personnel not

families.

Five years ago, the Air Force stopped maintaining the
Chapman Court area. The intention was to sell the
development; however, the housing units were later needed
for overflow from base housing. Minimal maintenance has
been reinstituted to prevent further deterioration.
Currently, none of the units are used for family housing.

3.2 Physical Environment

9/28/89

3.2.1 Geology and Minerals

The bedrock within the study area is highly dependent on
erosion, both glacial and preglacial. The Pennsylvanian
section is dominated by shales that contain interbedded
sandstones and limestones. The Mississippian section is
predominantly limestones and dolomites with interbedded
shales. Depth to the bedrock is approximately 250 to 300
feet, depending on the surface and subsurface topography.
The subsurface structure is controlled by the LaSalle
Anticlinal Belt, which trends North-South. The axis of
the anticiine is located approximately two miles West of
Chanute AFB. When this episode of deformation occurred,
it not only folded the bedrock but also fractured it,
increasing the permeability.

The bedrock is overlaid by three, distinct, mostly
unconsolidated glacial deposits (Wisconsinan, Illionian,
and Kansan Stages) referred to as till. The till
stratigraphy is characterized by poorly-sorted material
that contains clay, silt, sand, gravel, and cobbies.
Lenticular deposits of well-sorted material deposited by
glacial meltwater lie within these units. The three
glacial deposits are bounded by paleosols (buried soils.)
Described as silty with a high clay content, these
distinctions are stratigraphic in nature and should not
be considered as a hydrologic barrier. The till should be
considered as one unit approximately 200 to 300 feet

thick.
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Some sand and gravel deposits in Champaign County are
associated with the glacial end moraines scattered
throughout the County. A large deposit of sand and
gravel is located to the northeast and east of Rantoul.
A few smaller deposits of sand and gravel are northwest
of Rantoul. Several abandoned sand and gravel pits are
in a large deposit, which is east and northeast of
Rantoul. Currently, a sand and gravel extraction
operation is located in the Chanute-Rantoul vicinity.

Salt Fork Creek, which runs through the southeast corner
of the base, has several isolated bodies of pebbly sand.
However, the Creek lacks sizable deposits of sand and
gravel. No sizable deposits of sand and gravel are known
to exist on Chanute AfB.

Paleontology

No natural outcrops that would expose paleontological
resources exist on the base. Undiscovered materials may
be in the bedrock below the base, but nothing is located
near the surface. Fossils may be located in any imported
rock used for construction such as riprap, but these
fossils would not be locally derived.

Soils

The soils on the base have moderate water erosion
potential and are not very susceptible to wind erosion.
The soils are generally moderately permeabie. The
majority of the soils located in the southeast corner of
the base are moderately permeable. Some of these soils
have moderately slow permeability lower in their soil
profile. The downward movement of water in these
moderate to moderately slow soils ranges from 0.2 to 2.0
inches per hour.

The development of the base generally follows the soils
that are most suited for development. The areas of open
space also follow soils that are not generally suited for
development. Because of improved construction practices,
these land use patterns could vary in the future
depending on base reuse.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture encourages the wise
use of the Nation’s prime farmland. Chanute AFB has
approximately 100 acres of prime farmland south of the
runways on the southeastern section of the base. These
areas are used for agricultural purpnses through the
agricultural outlease program in operation at the base.

3-8
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Noise Factors

In 1970, the north-south runway was closed, and in 1971, the
east-west runway was closed. At that time, Chanute AFB became a
non-flying training base. These runway closures eliminated the
most significant noise impacts on Chanute AFB and the Village of
Rantoul. Since those years, the noise impacts created by normal
base operations have been minimal, not exceeding the noise
impact that would be expected from a medium-sized city.

Air Quality
3.4.1 Regional Air Quality

The Chanute AFB-Rantoul community is within the I1linois
Environmental Protection Agency’s East Central Illincis
Intrastate Air Quality Control Region. Champaign County
is designated as an attainment area for all pollutants
(I1Yinois EPA, 1985.) This means that Champaign County
air quality meets all legal requirements. A monitoring
station is located in Champaign County in the City of
Champaign. This monitoring station is part of the
I11inois State/Local Air Monitoring Station (SLAMS)
network and is located 15 miles south of Rantoul. This
site monitors levels of sulfur dioxide and ozone. Until
recently, a second monitoring station, which monitored
total suspended particulates, was located in the City of*
Champaign. This monitoring station was removed in 1988,
due to the switch by the United States Environmental
Protection Agency to monitoring of particulate matter
with a nominal diameter of less than 10 micrometers
(PM-10.) The current national ambient air quality
standards for particulate matter are only for PM-10, even
though I1linois continues to have standards for total
suspended particles. The sampling results for Champaign
County are shown in Table 3.1. The summary of National
and I11inois Ambient Air Quality Standards is shown in
Table 3.2.

Once in 1987, total suspended particulate (TSP) values
exceeded the primary standard in Champaign County when3
the value reached 394 micrograms per cubic meter (ug/m~.)
The TSP primary standard value was not exceeded in 1988.
The secondary standard was exceeded once during 1987 but
not guring 1988. During 1988, the highest value was 134
ug/m~. The trend over the previous six years shows that
TSP values have remained stable.

Sources of TSPs include combustion of fossil fuels, wind,
and mechanical erosion of soil. According to the

3-9




TABLE 3.1
Sussary of Monitored Air Quality in Champaign County, I1linois

Total Suspended Particulates
(micrograms per cubic meter)

East Central
I11inois Intrastate Number of Samples
Champaign County >1503 >2603 . Highest Samples
Champaign, I11. ug/m ug/m 1 2 3 4
1988 0 0 134 123 117 114
1987 1 1 394 148 144 106
OZONE
(parts per million)
East Central
I11inois Intrastate
Champaign, County Number of days Highest Samples
Champaign, I11. Greater than G.12 ppa 1 2 3 4
1988 0 0.112 0.100 0.099 0.098
1987 0 0.123 0.099 0.094 0.091
[
Sulfer Dioxide
(parts per million)
East Central
I11inois Intrastate Number of Samples Highest Samples
‘Champaign County 3-hr. 24-hr. 3-hr. Avg. 28-hr. Avg.
Chamspaign, I11. >0.5 >0.14 1st 2nd ist 2nd
1988 0 0 0.056 0.056 0.027 0.026
1987 0 Q 0.056¢ 0.054 0.028 0.028

Sources: 1987 Annual Air Quality Report IEPA, Illinois 1988 Annual Air
Quality Report
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I1linois Environmental Protection Agency, the high values
were partially attributed to the hot, dry climatic
conditions that existed in 1987.

The ozone levels in Champaign County did not exceed the
primary standard in 1987 or 1988. The highest levels of
ozone were 0.123 parts per million (ppm) in 1987 and
0.112 ppm in 1988. O0Ozone is not directly emitted from
pollution sources but is formed from émissions of
nitrogen oxides and non-methane organic compounds in the
presence of heat and sunlight.

Sulfur dioxide levels for Champaign County were Tower
than the primary and secondary standards for both 1987
and 1988. The highest level three-hour average samples
were 0.056 ppm in 1987 and in 1988. The highest ‘level
24-hour average samples were 0.028 ppm in 1987 and 0.0027
ppm in 1988. Trends over the previous six years show a
stable sulfur dioxide level. The main source of sulfur
dioxide, which is produced from combustion processes, is
the burning of fossil fuels containing sulfur compounds.

Air Pollutant Emissions Sources

A1l existing facilities on the base that are regulated by
INlinois EPA permits are in compliance with air quality
standards, and the permits are current (I1Vinois EPA,
1989.)

The most significant air pollution emission sources at
Chanute AFB are motor vehiclies. The primary stationary
emission sources include the fire training operation
(I11inois EPA permit ID 019065), the test cell heating
plant (I1)inois EPA permit ID 029065AAC), the central
heating plant, and the pathological incinerator that is
located at the base hospital (Il1linois EPA permit ID
019817AAC.) :

The I1linois EPA permits for pollutant-emitting sources
on the base will be renewed until they are no longer
needed for base operations. Chanute AFB has an operating
permit (I.D. No. 019817AAC) from the Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency to operate the central
heating plant with an electrostatic precipitator. This
permit expires on December 17, 1989. Reapplication for
renewal of the permit has been submitted to the Illinois

EPA.
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In addition to the I1linois EPA permitted sources and
motor vehicles, natural gas domestic heaters in base
housing units, No. 2 fuel oil heated buildings, AGE
school engines, and the base gas stations emit
pollutants. The estimated emission for base sources and
the estimated emission for Champaign County is shown in

Table 3.3.

3.5 Water Resources

9/28/89

3.5.1 Groundwater

Four hydrogeologic units underly the base (see Figure
3.5.) The Wisconsinan aquifer (upper glacial deposit) is
approximately 70-feet thick. The base lies within the
recharge area of this aquifer. Groundwater exists within
10 feet of the ground surface. The groundwater in the
upper part of the aquifer flows toward Salt Fork Creek.
Water yields for the Wisconsinan aquifer range from three
to 60 gallons per minute (gpm). This aquifer is not used
by the Village of Rantoul or Chanute AFB as a source of
drinking water.

The Illinoian aquifer occurs at approximately 70 feet in
depth. The general direction of groundwater flow is
south. Well yields from the aquifer can be up to 800
gpm’s in the thicker sand and gravel sections.

The Kansan aquifer occurs at approximately 200 feet below
land surface and is composed of approximately 60 feet of
sand. The direction of groundwater flow in the Kansan
aquifer is south. Wells tapping the Kansan aquifer may
yield up to 3,500 gpm’s. DOuring high volume pumping
periods, the water levels in the Kansan and I1linoian
aquifer wells stabilize at approximately the same
elevation. This indicates some hydraulic connection
between the two aquifers.

The bedrock aquifer consists of fractured sedimentary
rocks containing highly mineralized water. ODue to its
low yield and poor water quality, the bedrock aquifer is
not considered a reliable water source.

Nine deep wells drilled into the lower glacial deposits
of the Kansan aquifer supply the base with water. Seven
of the base’s wells are located in the northwest section
of the base. Four of these wells were drilled along the
northern installation boundary. Two wells are located in
the southeast section of the base.

3-13




Table 3.3

Estimated Annual Air Pollutant Emissions
Chanute AFB and Champaign County

Annual Regional

“Estimated Annual

Emissions, Pollutant Emissions,

Champaign Caunty Chanute AFB3Emiss1ons
Pollutant (Tons/Year) (Tons/Year)
Carbon monoxide1 392 398
Hydrocarbons 2,193 424
Nitrogen Oxides 2,578 97
Sulfur Oxides 4,412 10
Particulates 1,657 102

¥—PoTnt sources. Because Champaign County is an attainment area,
emissions from mobile sources (vehicles) are not estimated.

z Illinois EPA, Division of Air Pollution Control (County estimates does

not include Chanute AFB estimates).

3 _ Chanute AFB, Base Civil Engineering.
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The Kansan aquifer is also the Village of Rantoul's
municipal water source.

Water is pumped from the wells at a total volume of
approximately 2.3 million gallons per day (gpd). This
figure is the average over a one-year period. The water
is treated and stored in water towers that have a total
capacity of 2.1 million gallons and then supplied through
the base distribution system.

An analysis of the raw water samples taken from base
water production wells shows no evidence of contamination
in the aquifers used for water supply (Illinois EPA
Division of Public Water Supplies, 1989.) The drinking
water for the Village of Rantoul and Chanute AFB meets
all State and Federal drinking water standards (I1linois
EPA Division of Public Water Supplies, 1989.)

Surface Waters

The recreation lake, located irn the southeast section ¢f
the base, has a surface area of approximately 20 acres
and is used for fishing. The site of the recreation lake
was originally a series of sewage lagoons constructed in
1969 and used until 1973 when the facility became
obsolete. From 1978 to 1983, the lagoons were refilled
and stocked with fish for recreational purposes. The
present recreation lake was constructed in 1984 and was
stocked with fish over a four-year period. During this
process, the State District Biologist monitored the
release of fish. The District Biologist's reports
included data on fish population, pH, and total dissolved
solids. A complete water analysis was conducted in
September 1987. The lake level is maintained by pumping
groundwater as needed.

Other surface waters on Chanute AFB include three golf
course ponds that are located east of the base runways.
tach pond has a surface area of two acres. In the past,
these ponds were used for fishing, but several years ago
this activity was discontinued because of the hazard
posed by golfers.

Salt Fork Creek flows along the southern installation
boundary and parallels Perimeter Road through the
southeastern section of the base. Approximately 1.1
1ineal miles of the creek are within installation
boundaries. Salt Fork Creek receives a majority of the
on-base drainage. Data from the IRP sampiing showed

3-16
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trace amounts of some volatile organic compounds and
total dissolved solids. The oil and grease
concentrations exceeded drinking water standards.

The Upper Salt Fork Drainage Ditch, a larger waterway
into which Salt Fork Creek drains, flows along the north
side of Rantoul then turns south approximately one mile
east of the base. This drainage ditch is used for
wastewater treatment plant effluent discharged by the
Village of Rantoul. Chanute AFB stopped discharging into
the Upper Salt Fork Drainage Ditch in late 1987 when the
base was connected to the Village of Rantoul municipal
Wastewater Treatment Plant (I1linois EPA Division of
Public Water Supplies, 1989.)

Wastewater Discharge Permits

The Village of Rantoul’s wastewater treatment plant was
issued a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System
Permit (NPDES) on February 21, 1985. The permit (No.
IL0022128) was modified August 6, 1986, and expires March
1, 1990.

During the past year, no discharges of treated wastewater
exceeded the Village of Rantoul’'s NPDES permit standards.

Chanute AFB was issued a NPDES permit (No. IL0027073) on
September 12, 1983 to authorize discharges into the Upper
Salt Fork Drainage Ditch. Chanute AFB has since
discontinued the discharge and the permit has been
canceled. The base’s wastewater flow was transferred to
the Rantoul Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant in
November 1987.

The wastewater flow from Chanute AFB must meet local
standards. If these standards are exceeded, the base
would be required to mee’. federal pretreatment standards.
The base is in compliance with the local standards (John
Reale, Superintendent of Water and Wastewater, Village of
Rantoul, personal communication, 1989.)

3.6 Waste Managemei.t

9/28/89

This section addresses the management of current hazardous and
non-hazardous wastes at Chanute AFB.

3.6.1 Solid Waste

Solid non-hazardous waste produced by Chanute AFB is
taken to the Village of Rantoul landfill. Total solid
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waste production at the base is approximately 5,300 tons
per year. The landfill has 6 to 7 years of capacity
remaining if the current rate of fill is maintained.

Chanute AFB implements a recycling program. The
Resource, Recovery, and Recycling Program (RRRP) recycles
aluminum cans, paper, and scrap items, steel, and rubber.

Hazardous Waste Management

In order to minimize future hazardous waste
contamination, planning for spills or releases must be in
accordance with the Air Force’s "Guidance Manual for the
Preparation of Spill Prevention and Response Plans"
(AFESC, 1987). Chanute AFB has several plans that
address hazardous materials. The purpose of the Spill
Prevention and Response (CTTC Plan 705, 1988) is to
prevent the discharge of poliuting substances or to
contain and control the discharges if they do occur and
then to treat the site. The Management of Recoverable
and Waste Liquid Petroleum Products, (CABG Plan 211,
1984) and the Management of Hazardous Waste (CTTC Plan
708, 1986) are documents that provide guidance for the
proper management of hazardous waste.

Hazardous Waste Storage

Chanutr: AFB operates a permitted Hazardous Waste
Conforning Storage Facility. The base has a history of
disposing of wastes in a timely manner that requires only
minor clean-up efforts. The base also operates hazardous
waste accumulation points that can accumulate hazardous
wastes for up to 90 days before moving them to the
conforming storage facility.

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Permit

Chanute operates its Hazardous Waste Storage Facility
under an interim RCRA permit and has applied to the EPA
for a finalized permit to store hazardous wastes.

Wastewater Treatment Plant

Prior to the munictpal connection, Chanute AFB operated a
wastewater treatment plant for sanitary sewage. Al1l
sanitary, commercial, and industrial wastewater was
discharged to and treated by this plant. The industrial
wastes included paint-related material. petroleum-0il and

3-18




oJjos

9/28/89

3.6.6

3.6.7

3.6.8

PFEIS

lubricants, corrosive materials, and fuel. Al1l
wastewater generated by Chanute AFB is now treated at the
Village of Rantoul Wastewater Treatment Plant.

The wastewater treatment plant in the Village of Rantoul
was built with Air Force support. The plant has a
maximum capacity of eight million gallons of water per
day (gpd). The average flow is 3.5 million gpd with
occasional flows of 2.5 million gpd. The AFB, including
the Chapman Court housing area, accounts for
approximately one half of the total flow to the Municipal
Treatment plant.

The Air Force contributed approximately 10.5 miilion
dollars to the construction of the WWTP. The Air Force
retains no part of ownership or control in return for its
contribution. Rather, the Air Force receives the
services of the WWTP at a reduced rate.

Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCB)

Currently, five active PCB (7500 ppm) transformers and
two active PCB contaminated (50-500 ppm) transformers are
on the base. There are 591 capacitors and transformers
on base with unknown PCB content. A survey to test
capacitors and transformers for PCB content was completed
in November 1989. The results are expected in January
1990.

Asbestos

The extent of asbestos currently on the base is not
known. The base is scheduled to be surveyed in 1990.

The survey will include all buildings and Military Family
Housing Units. The friable asbestos, asbestos particles
capable of becoming airborn, must be assessed for health
and environmental risks. When the risks are determined
severa) options can be considered:

Long-term monitoring of the materials conditions
Enclosure within solid structures

Encapsulation with sprayed-on coatings

Removal of the material

Underground Storage Tanks

Currently, 77 known Underground Storage Tanks (USTs)
exist on the base. A UST management ptan will be
developed. The plan will include a priority list for
upgrading or replacing the USTs. A1l UST systems will be
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tested for leaks prior to transfer of ownership. If a
UST is leaking, it will be removed but not replaced.
Where possible, any soil contamination caused by leaking
USTs will be removed upon discovery. If the
contaminaticn is extensive enough for immediate removal,
the site will be added to the IRP. Abandoned USTs, those
no longer in service, are programmed for removal in
conjunction with the IRP or other O&M Air Force programs.

Other

Oi1/wWater Separators

Seven oil/water separators exist on Chanute AFB. These
separators will be closed or transferred to a new owner
in compliance with all regulations.

Above-Ground Bulk Storage Tanks

Sixteen above-ground bulk storage tanks exist on Chanute.

Radon

The Air Force has mandated the Radon Assessment and
Mitigation Program (RAMP) to determine radon levels in
buildings on base. This program was developed to
evaluate levels of radon exposure to military members and
their dependents and to provide a means for mitigation if
necessary. Several buildings, including housing units,
have been surveyed, and the results have indicated that
further surveys should be conducted. A year-long radon

survey is planned.

3.7 Installation Restoration Program (IRP)

9/28/89

3.7.1 Introduction

In 1980, the United States Air Force (USAF) began
implementing the Department of Defense (DOD) Installation
Restoration Program (IRP). The IRP is designed to
identify and fully evaluate suspected contamination
assoctated with past hazardous waste disposal practices
and to control hazards to human health and the
environment resulting from past operations.

The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation
and Liability Act (CERCLA) as amended by the Superfund
Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA) is the Federal
Law implemented with the IRP.
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Chanute AFB is not on the United States Environmental
Protection Agency’s National Priorities List.

Regulatory oversight is provided by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, Region V, by the
INinois Environmental Protection Agency, and by the
I11inois Department of Public Health.

The first hazardous waste investigation activity under
the IRP was conducted in 1983. A records search
identified six potential disposal sites that required
further study. A seventh site was subsequently added.
From 1984 to 1986, an IRP investigation was conducted at
the base to further assess potential contamination at the
disposal sites. The findings of these preliminary site
evaluations indicated that further remedial
investigations and feasibility studies were required as
part of the remedial program. A summary of the IRP sites
is presented in Table 3.4. The IRP site locations are
shown in Figure 3.6.

Site Descriptions

Landfill Site 1

History

Landfi1l Site 1 was used from the late 1930s until 1960.
Ouring this period, the landfill received garbage, paper,
wood, metal, ashes, aircraft parts, empty pesticide
containers, shop wastes, and construction/demolition
debris. A major portion of the wastes generated on the
base during this period was disposed at the Landfill Site
1. The wastes were deposited in an area fill method.

The landfill depth is estimated to be approximately eight
to 10 feet. The site occupies an area of approximately
19 acres and is located northwest of Salt Fork Creek.

The material depasited in this landfill was routinely

burned.

Previous Studies

During the IRP Phase II-Stage I investigations completed
in 1986, three, shallow Wisconsinan monitoring wells were
installed and sampled. Groundwater sampling results
indicated trace concentrations of phenolic compounds as
well as oil and grease.

Further investigations were initiated at the site late in
1987. A geophysical survey was conducted to define
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landfill boundaries and to identify areas containing
large metallic objects. Four, shallow Wisconsinan wells
were also installed along the periphery of the site to
monitor the groundwater quality of the uppermost
waterbearing sediments. Since 1988, these wells have
been sampled on a quarterly basis. In addition, the
sediments and surface waters of Salt Fork Creek have been
sampled for analysis. To date, analytical results from
groundwater, surface water, and sediment sampling
indicate concentrations of organic contaminants to be at
or below detection limits. Aquifer tests were conducted
to determine the hydraulic characteristics of the site.

Future Investigations

Future work at Landfill Site 1 will include installation
and sampling of deeper monitoring wells, designed to
investigate the groundwater quality of the underlying
Illinoian aquifer. Confirmatory sampling of shallow,
Wisconsinan wells and sampling and analysis of the
surficial soils forming the landfill cap will also be
concluded in the near future. In addition, the landfill
cap thickness will be determined at a number of locations
on the site.

Landfill Site 2

History

Landfill No. 2 was used over a period of 15 years
starting in the early 1950s. Wastes disposed of at the
site included garbage, trash, shop residuals, and
construction rubble. Oepth to the bottom of the landfill
is approximately eight to 10 feet. As was the case with
Landfi11 Site 1, the area fil]l method and periodic
burning were used at this site. The site is located on
approximately 20 acres.

Previous Studies

The initial investigation at the site included the
installation and sampling of one, shallow Wisconsinan
well. Surface water samples were also collected along
adjoining Salt Fork Creek. Analytical results from this
sampling indicated trace concentrations of an organic
solvent in a surface water sample and trace
concentrations of phenolic compounds in the Wisconsinan
well.
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Subsequent work at the Landfill Site 2 included
geophysical surveys for landfill boundary determination
and aquifer tests to evaluate the hydraulic
characteristics of the site. Groundwater quality of the
uppermost waterbearing sediments was investigated through
the installation and sampling of four, shallow
Wisconsinan wells along the periphery of Landfill Site 2.
As was the case in Landfill Site 1, analytical results
from groundwater sampling indicated concentrations of
organic contaminants at or below detection limits.

Future Investigations

Future work at Landfill Site 2 will include the
installation of one monitoring well in the Illinoian
aquifer, which immediately underlies the Wisconsinan
deposits. In addition, the surficial soils forming the
landfi11 cap will be sampled at selected locations.

Landfill Site 3

History

After the closure of Landfil] Site 2, Site 3 was opened.
Base garbage, refuse, shop waste, and rubble were
deposited at the site during its operation. The
operation of this 20-acre site was similar to that of
Landfill Sites 1 and 2.

Previous Studies

During the initial investigation, three, shallow
Wisconsinan monitoring wells were installed along the
immediate periphery of Landfill Site 3. Trace amounts of
phenolic and volatile compounds, as well as oil and
grease, were found in the wells.

Late in 1987, geophysical surveys and aquifer pumping
tests were conducted to characterize the site. Five
additional Wisconsinan monitoring wells were installed
along the periphery of the site. Results of quarterly
sampling indicate low levels of organic contaminants,
generally below federal maximum contaminant levels
(mcls). In addition to the shallow wells, a deeper
INlinoian well was installed immediately downgradient of
the site. Analytical results from five sampling rounds
show the concentration of organic compounds in the
I1linoian aquifer to be generally below detection limits.
Although traces of these compounds have been detected
during individual sampling rounds. the presence of these
compounds could not be confirmed by subsequent sampling.
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Future Investigations

Upcoming work at Landfill Site 3 will be 1imited to
confirmatory sampling of the existing shallow and deep
wells. 1In addition, the surficial soils forming the
landfil] cap will be sampled and landfill cap thickness
will be determined at select locations.

Landfill Site 4

History

Landfill Site 4, located in the southeast corner of the
base, operated over a four-year period beginning in 1970.
This l6-acre site received wastes that included garbage,
refuse, shop residues, and construction/demolition
debris. Filling at the site included trench and area
fi11 methods. Although burning probably also took place,
it occurred less frequently than in the older landfills.

Previous Studies

During the initial investigation, four, shallow
Wisconsinan wells were installed along the periphery of
the site. Trace concentrations of oil, grease, and
phenolic and volatile organic compounds were detected in
these wells.

Additional work at Landfill Site 4 incliuded the
installation of four, shallow Wisconsinan wells and an
ITlinoian well, located downgradient of Landfill Site 4.
As is the case with the other landfills, only trace
concentrations of organic contaminants have been
detected. Geophysical surveys and aquifer tests were
also conducted to characterize the site.

Future Investigations

Upcoming work at Landfil] Site 4 will be limited to
confirmatory sampliing of the existing shallow and deep
wells. 1In addition, the surficial soils forming the
landfill cap will be sampled and landfill cap thickness
will be determined at select locations.

Building 932: Tank Sludge Disposal Pit

History

Until 1979, sludges from fuel tanks were disposed of in a
diked pit located east of Building 932. Currently, the
pit area is used to store drummed sludge prior to its
removal by an off-base contractor.
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Previous Studies

During the initial investigation of the site, one
Wisconsinan well was installed and sampled. In addition,
the sludge pit and a surface water sample were obtained
for analysis. Trace concentrations of phenolic compounds
and SO mg/kg of lead were detected in the surface water
and siudge samples, respectively. No contaminants were
detected in the groundwater samples.

Further investigations concluded in late 1987, included
soil organic vapor (SOV) geophysical surveys and aquifer
tests. In addition, two shallow monitoring wells were
installed in the immediate vicinity of the sludge pit.
Surface water and sediment samples were collected from an
intermittent stream adjoining the site and along Salt
Fork Creek.

The SOV survey identified areas to the sludge pit that
had elevated organic vapor concentrations. Although
detected, compounds associated with hydrocarbons were
found at relatively low concentrations in surface water
and sediment samples from the intermittent stream and
Salt Fork Creek. Quarterly sampling of the Wisconsin
wells generally indicates an absence of contaminants in
the uppermost waterbearing sediments.

Future Investigation

The impact of the sludge disposal pit on the underlying
Illinoian aquifer will be investigated in upcoming work
of the site. One, deep I11inoian well will be installed

and sampled at the site.
Fire Training Area 1 (Inactive)

History

Fire Training Area 1 was active over a 15-year period
beginning in the early 1950s. 0ld planes were moved off
the runway and used for training activities. Waste
fuels, paints, solvents, thinners, and other combustibles
were reportedly burned at this site.

Previous Studies

During the initial investigation, one, shallow
Wisconsinan monitoring well was installed and sampled.
Trace concentrations of oil and grease were detected in
the well.
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The site investigation conrluded in late 1987 included
SOV and geophysical surveys as well as aquifer tests and
exploratory soil borings. In addition, surface water and
sediment samples were collected and shallow, and
Wisconsinan wells were installed and sampled.

The SOV survey identified two areas with indications of
near-surface organic contamination. One of these areas
was subsequently confirmed through analysis of the soils
recovered from the exploratory boreholes. Analytical
results from surface water samples collected in Salt Fork
Creek indicate concentrations of organic compounds at or
near detection limits and below federal maximum
contaminant levels (mcls). In contrast, sediments from
Salt Fork Creek do show significant concentrations of
hydrocarbon-related compounds. The source of these
compounds is uncertain because prior to December 1987
treated effluent was discharged immediately upstream of
Fire Training Area 1. Groundwater samples from the
shallow wells were generally at or near the detection
limits of organic compounds.

Future Investigation

Some confirmatory sampling will be performed to support a
risk assessment in conjunction with the preparation of a
no-further-action decision document. If indicated,
confirmatory sampling and analysis of groundwater,
surface water, and sediment will be undertaken.

Fire Training Area 2 (Active)

Fire Training Area 2 has been active since 1965. Ouring
the first 15 years of its operation, waste oils,
solvents, and hydraulic fluids were burned at the site
along with JP-4. 1In recent years, JP-4 has been used
predominantly.

Previous Studies

The initial investigation at Fire Training Area 2
included the installation and sampling of six, shallow
Wisconsinan monitaring wells. Surface water samples were
also obtained from a holding lagoon on site. Three of
the wells and the surface water sampling stations had
detectable concentrations of volatile organic compounds.

Additional wark at the site included an SOV survey,
aquifer tests, exploratory borings. surface water and
sediment sampling. and the installation of additional

shallow wells,
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The SOV survey identified a number of areas along the
periphery of the site with elevated organic vapor levels.
Surface water and sediment sampling results showed that
adjoining Salt Fork Creek has been largely unaffected by
the activities in the training area. Soils recovered
from Fire Training Area 2 show moderate contamination by
hydrocarbon-related compounds. The results of
groundwater sampling indicate fair-to-moderate
concentrations of organic compounds.

Future Investigation

The impact of the fire training activities on the deeper
INlinoian aquifer will be investigated with the
installation and sampling of an Illinoian aquifer
monitoring well. In addition, the test pits will be
excavated and sampled within the training area and the
near-surface sediment of a collection ditch will be
sampled for analysis. Existing shallow wells will also
be sampled for confirmatory purposes.

Underground Storage Tanks and Abandoned Fuel Lines

Fifteen abandoned underground storage tanks and abandoned
fuel lines were identified in previous studies. Current
plans are to remove all but five of these tanks and all
of the approximately 6,950 feet of abandoned pipe in the
test cell area. The five tanks that cannot be removed at
this time are commingled with active tanks (see Note 2,
Table 3.4.)

In 1987 and 1988, eight more abandoned tanks were
identified as well as approximately 6,100 additional feet
of abandoned fuel line. These tanks and the abandoned
fuel 1ine will also be removed.

During tank and pipeline removal work, soils will be
sampled and analyzed to verify that no contaminants,
which might affect the underlying aquifers, remain in the
soils.

3.8 Biological Environment

9/28/89

3.8.1 Wildlife Resources

The Chanute AFB Fish and Wildlife Management Plan has
been developed with the assistance of the United States
Department of Interior. the Illinois Department of
Conservation, the University of Illinois, and the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers Construction Engineering Research
Laboratory.
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Most wildlife species that are still found in the area
have greatly reduced populations (Chanute AFB Fish and
Wildlife Management Plan, 1984). The wildiife species
that are found on Chanute AFB are listed in Table 3.5.
The actual on-base occurrence of these animals is Timited
by available habitat. The base is on the edge of the
Mississippi flyway for migratory waterfowl. This
location may lead to an occasional seasonal appearance of
migrating surface feeding ducks (Anas sp.), geese (Branta
sp.), or swans (Cygnus sp.) The Tack of suitable habitat
for these species makes their presence intermittent
during the migratory seasons. No known nesting sites for
predatory birds exist on the base. Hawks and owls
jinhabit Champaign County but are not frequently observed
on the base.

Every five years, the Fish and Wild1ife Management Plan
is revised and updated. The most recent update was in
1984. The purpose of this plan is to manage the fish and
wildlife habitat in a manner that will maximize the
public benefit from the land. The plan proposes
improvements that encompass the concepts of protection,
enhancement, alteration, and manipulation of wildlife
habitat to realize the benefits that come from muitiple
use and sustained yield practices. The primary goals of
this plan are to develop a diverse habitat for non-game
species and to provide additional cover for game species.

The land and water resources for fish and wildlife
management are shown in Figure 3.7 and described in Table
3.6. The water resources include golf course ponds
constructed in the 1950s and 1960s. The base recreation
lake was added in the mid-1980s. Prior to 1979, records
were not kept on the stocking of fish in the golf course
ponds. In 1979, the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service stocked 40 Redear Sunfish in the ponds; however,
these ponds have not been used for fishing in the past
four years due to the hazards posed to those fishing by
goifing activities. The Fish and Wildlife Management
Plan does not propose any physical improvements to the
golf course ponds.

No hunting is permitted on Chanute AFB. Chanute AFB has
issued one permit a year for trapping. This on-base
permit is issued as a wildlife management control
measure. Muskrat have been the most prevalent. but
raccoon, beaver, mink, and red fox have been trapped over

the years.
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TABLE 3.5
Chanute Air fForce Base
Animals Found on Chanute Air Force Base
Common Name Scientific Nawe
Songbirds various
Ringneck Pheasant Phasianus colchicus
Water Fowl various
Squirrels Sciurus spp.
Cottontail Rabbit Sylvilagus virginiana
Muskrat Ondatra zibethieus
Beaver Castor canadensis
Red Fox Vulpes fulva
Mink Mustela vion
Raccoon Procyon Totor
Bass Micropterus salmoides

Channel Catfish
Bluegill Sunfish
Green Sunfish
Redear Sunfish
Carp

Ictalurus punctatus
Lepomis macrochirus
Lepomis cyanellus
Lepomis microlophus
Cyprinus carpio

Source: Chanute AFB Fish and Wildlife Management Plan, 1984

9/28/89
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Figure 3.7
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Fisheries Habitat
(By Water Only)

TABLE 3.6
Chanute Air Force Base
Fisheries Habitat

Featured and
Associated Species

PFEIS

Acreage

Golf Course Ponds
- East
- Middle

| - West

Recreation Lake

Wildlife Habitat
(By cover type)

Redear Sunfish
Redear Sunfish
Redear Sunfish
Largemouth Bass

Bluegill Sunfish
Channel Catfish

Wildlife Habitat

Featured and
Associate" Species

2.0
2.0
2.0

20

Ac reage

Mixed Forest

Agricultural Land

Grassland/Field

Streamside/Aquatic

Source: Chanute AFB Fish and Wildlife Management, 1984

9/28/89

Songbirds, Squirrels

Ringneck Pheasant
Cottontail Rabbit

Ringneck Pheasant
Cottantail Rabbit

Cottontail Rabbit
Songbirds
Foraging Fish

12

311

560

1.1 miles
of stream
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3.8.2 Plant Resources

No natural or undisturbed vegetative associations exist
on Chanute AFB (Landscape Development Plan, 1985.) The
vegetation is composed of ornamental species,
agricultural products, and some native grasses and
annuals derived from the prairie associations that once
dominated the area surrounding the base. The region
around the base is under intensive production of corn,
soybeans, wheat, and hay.

Two base plans are responsible for the management of
plant resources. The Landscape Development Plan, which
has developed over the last 40 years of landscape
planting, and the Cropland Management Plan, which
provides Chanute AFB with agricultural land.

The original planting concept for the base was very
simple. A1l streets, walks, and lawns were shaded with
trees. Hedges and shrubs were used extensively to
control and channel pedestrian movement. Foundation
plantings were used to define visual interest and special
use areas, and evergreens were used for screening
purposes. The long-term effect of the tree planting has
been a modification of the base’s environment. Many of
the shrubs are now gone or are in poor condition. The
Landscape Development Plan found that plant replacement
and maintenance over the last 15 years has been
inadequate.

The Cropland Management Plan operates from two
objectives: (1) financial benefits for the Government
and the lessor and (2) maintenance of the leased land by
the lessor.

The agricultural leased land is found in the central
section of the base surrounding the runways; it
encompasses approximately 311 acres. The leased areas
are used for harvesting cash crops (corn and soybeans.)
The soils affect the maximum yields for crops. On the
leased land on the base, the maximum yields range from
129 to 160 bushels of corn and 44 to 51 bushels of
soybeans. As specified by the Cropland Management Plan,
the lease has to follow conservation practices acceptable
to the United States Department of Agriculture, Soil
Conservation Service. These practices include a
corn-soybean rotation plan and tillage methods that
provide a 32 percent ground cover after planting.
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Threatened, Endangered and Sensitive Species

There is no record of federally endangered plants or
animals on base nor is there known critical habitat for
any of these species on base. The only federally listed
species that would be found in Champaign County is the
Indiana Bat, which requires a wel)l developed riparian
habitat. This habitat does not exist on base. (U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, personal communications,
1989.) Only one state endangered species of plant or
animal may use the available habitat on base. The Upland
Sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda) prefers pastures and
hayfields for resting during the months of April to
September. No records of this species exist on base
(I11inois Department of Conservation, Natural Heritage
Program, 1989), but there have been sightings in the
region. Recently, a nesting pair of Upland Sandpipers
(Bartramia 1g%gicauda) were sighted approximately five
miles south of Champaign-Urbana (Or. Glenn Sanderson,
I11inois Department of Natural History, personal
communication, 1989.) The location is approximately 20
miles south of Chanute AFB.

The base has not had a formal survey performed to
determine the presence of threatened or endangered
species or habitat suitable for such species. The lack
of suitable habitat makes their appearance on base
unlikely. A formal survey is not required or indicated.

3.9 Cultural Resources

DJos
3.8.3
3.9.1
3.9.2
9/28/89

Archaeological Resources

Native American cultural sites are not known to exist on
Chanute AFB. No othe: known prehistoric or historic
archaeological sites exist on the base. Archaeologists
with the I11inois Historic Preservation O0ffice conducted
on archaeological reconnaissance survey of the base in
May 1987 and found no significant archaeological

resources.

Historic Resources

Currently, no historic sites or districts exist on
Chanute Air Force Base (Bill Callahan., I1linois Historic
Preservation Office, personal communication. 1989.) The
IV1inois State Advisory Council on Historical
Preservation has recommended that a program for inventory
and assessment of historical resources at the base be
initiated during 1988 so that results will be available

by 1991.
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Currently, a historic site survey is underway. The study
began in October 1988 and should be completed in November

1989.

The considered buildings are concentrated in the 01d Main
Bay area. The area will be evaluated as a historic
district in addition to the evaluation of individual

buildings.

Visual and Aesthetic Values

Chanute AFB is located in a region dominated by
relatively flat, agricultural land. To provide a visual
break, windbreaks, and shade, landscaping was performed.

This landscaping centered on the original portions of the
base now dominated by mature ash and elm trees. The
buildings on base were built in a Georgian/Traditional
style. Visually, this section is the most cohesive area
on the base. The consistent use of brick, limestone, and
red tile architecturally unifies the area. The
landscaping and consistent architectural style have
combined to create a campus-like visual environment.

The recreation areas on base provide other visually
interesting areas. These areas combine large spaces with
widely spaced mature trees. The golf course and the new
recreation lake provide opportunities for bird watching
and other outdoor activities.

Over the past few years, several plans have been written
that address visual aesthetics on Chanute AFB. These
plans are the Outdoor Recreation Plan, the Fish and
wWildlife Plan, the Landscape Development Plan, and the
Architectural Environment Guidelines. Each plan has
components that address landscape issues, such as
planting appropriate vegetation in sufficient gquantities.
This landscaping also provides habitat and food for
wildlife. The Architectural Environment Guidelines
propose to establish a base-wide design theme.

3.10 Transportation

9/28/89

The closure of Chanute AfFB would require transport of personnel,
aircraft, missiles, and other supplies and equipment associated
with course groups located at the Technical Training Center (see
Table 3.7.) These courses will be relocated to Sheppard AFB.
Wichita Falls, Texas; Lowry AFB. Denver. Colorado:. Goodfellow
AFB, San Angelo, Texas; and Keesler AFB. Biloxi. Mississippi

(see Figure 3.8.)
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Chanute AFB is located in Rantoul, I11linois, 14 miles north of
Champaign. The base is close to the U.S. Interstate System; it
is two miles east of Interstate 57 and 14 miles north of
Interstate 74. Rantoul is 121 miles south of Chicago and 100
miles east of the Mississippi River. There are 5,960 military
and 991 civilians assigned to Chanute. Most of the military
positions are filled by students. The average daily number of
students is 3,370.

The relocation will not include students; they will be sent to
new training center locations. There are 1,310 military and 590
civilian positions being relocated. In addition, three
categories of cargo must be shipped including
equipment/supplies, workstations, and personal property. There
are 2,204 tons of equipment/supplies, 1,425 tons of office
workstations, and 3,446 tons of personal property cargo.

Lowry AFB is located in Denver, Colorado directly west of
Aurora. Lowry is also close to the interstate system; it is
four miles south of Interstate 70 and within four to six miles
of Interstates 25 and 225. The Lowry Technical Training
Training Center will be gaining 320 military and 170 civilian
positions. The weight of equipment and property associated with
relocating the vehicle maintenance, minuteman missile, and
SCRAM/ALCM course groups is approximately 1,500 tons. The
highway distance is 980 miles from Chanute AFB.

Sheppard AFB is located in Wichita Falls, Texas. Sheppard is
also served by the interstate system; it is within one mile of
Interstate 44. Sheppard is also within 100 miles of the
Dallas/Ft. Worth metropolitan area. The Sheppard Technical
Training Center will be gaining 580 military and 280 civilian
positions. The weight of the equipment and property associated
with relocating the CE Liquid Fuels, Jet Engine/Test Cells/Turbo
Prop, Metals processing and ACE, ACT Systems, FAB/Chute Egress,
and Life Support course groups is 3,200 tons. The highway
distance is 790 miles from Chanute AFB. '

Goodfellow AFB is located in San Angeio, Texas. Goodfellow does
not have access to the interstate system; however, it is served
by major arterials and four-lane divided, limited access
highways. Goodfellow is within four miles of U.S. Route 277.

It is also served by U.S. Routes 87 and U.S. Routes 67. The
closest interstate is I-20, which is aimost 70 miles north of
the base. 3an Angelo is 214 miles west of San Antonio. The
base is 130 »iles north of the Rio Grande River. The Goodfellow
Technical Training Center will be gaining 230 military and 70
civilian positions. The weight of the equipment and property
associated with relocating the fuels and fire course groups is
1,700 tons. The highway distance is 1.050 miles from Chanute
AFB.
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Keesler AFB is Tocated in Biloxi, Mississippi. Keesler has good
access to the interstate system; it is one mile west of
Interstate 110 and six miles south of Interstate 10. Biloxi is
within 80 miles of the Port of New Orleans and is directly north
of the Gulf of Mexico. Mobile, Alabama is 50 miles to the east.
The Keesler Technical Training Center will be gaining 180
military and 70 civilian positions. The weight of the equipment
and property associated with relocating the weather and weather
maintenance course groups is 680 tons. The highway distance is
810 miles from Chanute AFB.

Socioeconomic Factors

The Village of Rantucl, Illincis is part of the
Champaign-Urbana-Rantoul Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA),
which also includes the Cities of Champaign and Urbana. The
1987 population estimate for the Village is 20,690, which is a
2.6 percent increase from the 1980 census fiqures. The Village
is the third largest municipality with Champaign (59,180) and
Urbana (36,892) being first and second. The population estimate
for Champaign County is 172,700, an increase of 2.5 percent
since 1980. This indicates a slow growth of a relatively stable
population number. These fiqures include approximately 3,250
permanent parties and families living on Chanute AFB and
approximately 4,000 students in training. The Ccunty has over
64,072 households with an average household size of 2.3 people.
Rantuol has approximately 6,198 households with a higher
household size of 2.8 people. A greater part of the total
Rantuol population is between 18 and 34 years of age with the
median age being 22. The median household income for the County
is more than $25,000 with a per capita income of $11,875.
Rantoul’s per capita income is sliightly Tower at $9,600.

The total civilian employed labor force is 84,125 for Champaign
County. Chanute Air Force Base employs approximately 2,397
civilian personnel. The County had the lowest unemployment rate
of all the I11inois metropolitan areas in 1987 and 1988. The
average number of employed people in the Champaign County labor
force increased in 1988 to 84,118 adding 1,019 new jobs over the
1987 average. The annual unemployment rate is 4.2 percent for
the County and approximately five percent for Rantuol. Changes
in 1988 employment by industry compared to 1980 showed the
private and public sectors added jobs. The most dramatic
changes occurred in professional services, which increased 46

percent.

Industrial expansion has been a goal of the Rantoul Community
for the past 20 years. During this period. seven major plants
have settled in the community employing approximately 2.000
people. These plants produce diverse products such as wooden
doors and windows, motorcycle helmets, automobile dashboards,
electronic components, and other auto-related components.
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4. ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

4.0 General Information

4.1

9/28/89

The Air Force is aware of its legal and regulatory
responsibilities and will conduct closure in accordance with all
applicable Federal and State Requirements. The withdrawal and
closure will provide generally positive impacts on the
bfological and human environment of Chanute AFB. The impacts to
these environments will result from the removal of equipment and
base personnel. The following sections describe the biophysical
impacts of the closure of Chanute AFB.

Project Area

4.1.1 Climate

The closure of Chanute AFB will have no impact on the
local climate.

4.1.2 7 ra

The closure of Chanute AFB will have no impact on the
topography of the base.

4.1.3 Zoning and Political Boundaries

Chanute AFB is within the corporate 1imits of the Village
of Rantoul and has a zoning ordinance designation of G-1.
The closure of the base will not change any current
political boundaries, but could eventually result in a
zoning change for this area. The current zoning
(designated government, G-1) provides for unrestricted
use of the property and prohibits any restrictions on the
type of building construction on base. The closure of
the base and possible future rezoning could allow the
Village of Rantoul to regulate future land use on the

base.

Chapsan Court

This housing area will be disposed also. Because the Air
Force has discontinued maintenance in this housing annex,
the development has deteriorated. The condition of the
annex will continue to worsen as a result of the closure
process. To prevent non-recoverable deterioration, a
minimal maintenance program has been instituted.
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4.2 Physical Environment

4.2.1 Geology and Minerals

The geology and mineral resources on the base will be
insignificantly affected. Local sand and gravel mining
will be affected by the closure.

4.2.2 Paleontol ogy

The closure of Chanute AFB will have no impact on the
paleontology deposits beneath the base.

4.2.3 Soils

The development of Chanute AFB has generally followed the
development potential of the soils on the base.
Construction techniques now allow development on soils
that were not previously considered well-suited for
development. This may have an impact on the future
development of the base. Closure of the base should have
some positive impacts on the base soils, because
training, maintenance, or new construction for new
military missions will no longer be a concern. The
elimination of new construction will prevent grading or
excavating for base needs, allowing the soil to retain
its natural profile. The elimination of construction by
the military will also reduce the amount of soil erosion.
Areas of prime farmland are currently being used for
agricultural purposes as part of the base’s outlease
program. These areas may still be available for
agricultural purposes depending on the future uses of the
base. The risks of soil contamination by spills or
unintended releases of hazardous materials due to
military operations would be eliminated.

4.3 Noise Factors

9/28/89

When flights were discontinued and the runways were closed in
the early 1970s, the most significant producer of noise was
eliminated from the base. Since that time, the noise impacts
have been the result of normal base operations and the movement

of traffic.

Due to reductions in traffic and the elimination of construction
and base operations, the noise levels will decrease when the
base is closed. During the movement of equipment. supplies, and
personnel, the amount of traffic noise will increase
insignificantly. This insignificant increase would be offset by
reduced numbers of personnel and traffic on the base.

4-2




0Jo8

PFEIS

4.4 Air Quality

The Chanute-Rantoul community is within the I1linois
Environmental Protection Agency’s, East Central Illinois
Intrastate Air Quality Control Region. This region enjoys
generally good air quality. The only standard exceeded by the
air quality region was for total suspended particulates (TSP) on
one occasion in 1987 (I1linois EPA, Division of Air Pollution
Control, 1988.) Even though air quality standards for TSPs were
exceeded once, this did not constitute a violation since the
short-term standards are values that are not to be exceeded once
per year. The base closure will significantly reduce the number
of motor vehicles in the Chanute-Rantoul community resulting in
lower automobile emissions. The existing steam generating plant
will be operated at a reduced level, and the pathological
incinerator at the hospital will be shut down. The particuiate
pollution will be decreased by reducing the emission sources
mentioned above; however, due to the intensity of agricultural
land use in the area, particulates could still be a source of

pollution.

The reductions of air pollutant emissions are not expected to
result in significant changes in local air quality. As shown in
Table 3.3, the estimated emissions from the base are only a
small portion of the total emissions for Champaign County.

4.5 Water Resources

9/28/89

4.5.1

Groundwater Resources

The base receives its water from nine deep wells drilled
into the Kansan aquifer. The closure will decrease the
demand for drinking water. This decrease will have a
subsequent decrease in the amount of water pumped from
the ground. The closure of the base will preclude new
construction for military operations. Therefore, the
impervious surface on the base will not increase. This
will have a positive impact on the upper aquifer because
the base is within the recharge area for the Wisconsinan
aquifer. The maintenance of the base’s vegetation will
decrease, resulting in less surface water runoff. Also,
the water will percolate more readily into the ground.

The closure of the base will eliminate the risk of
inadvertent releases or spills of hazardous materials due
to training and base operations. At Chanute AFB. the IRP
is currently in the Remedial Investigation/feasibility
Study phase, the phase in which problems are quantified
and their extent and seriousness studied. As the IRP
progresses, the program will reach the Remedial Action
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(RA) phase. Prior to this, the proper groundwater
mitigation measures will be determined.

Surface Waters

Surface waters on Chanute AFB are relatively scarce. The
three golf course ponds total six acres in surface size,
and the recreation lake is approximately 20 acres. Until
the property is transferred to civilian hands, the Air
Force will maintain the lake level as needed by pumping
groundwater.

Salt Fork Creek would receive a positive impact from the
closure of the base. The creek will not be contaminated
due to hazardous material spills. The reduction of motor
vehicles on the base will result in less pollutants
running off the parking lots and roads. There will be
less surface runo,/ " from construction areas and the base
in general. The reduced surface water drainage should
result in less siltation of Salt Fork Creek.

4.6 Waste Management

9/28/89

4.6.1

4.6.2

4.6.3

Solid Waste

The closure of Chanute AFB will result in a beneficial
impact to the Village of Rantoul landfill. The reduction
in the amount of waste from the base should give the
Tandfill a longer 1ife span. The waste generated by the
closure will not provide a significant increase in solid
waste because of the total base reduction.

Hazardous Waste Storage Facility

A1l the waste stored in the facility will be properly
disposed of and all residual contamination will be
remediated in accordance with an EPA approved closure
plan. Sampling will occur at the hazardous waste
accumulation points as well as an assessment of whether
a history of spills has occurred at any of these
accumulation points.

Wastewater Treatment

The closure of Chanute AFB will result in less wastewater
flow into Rantoul's wastewater treatment plant. This
reduced flow will have an effect on Rantoul’'s wastewater
treatment plant.

4-4
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The closure of Chanute will result in the loss of
approximately 50 percent of the average daily flow to the
treatment facility. This loss of flow will greatly
affect the following areas: 1) three in-plant pumping
facilities, 2) all clarifiers and packed tower reactors,
3) all pressure and gravity piping systems, 4) sludge
handling facilities, and 5) plant 0&M staff (Mike Little,
Sodemann and Associates, Inc., 1989.) Preliminary
information shows impacts as follows:

1. In-Plant Pumping Facilities

Three in-plant pumping stations are in operation.
With a 50 percent reduction in flow rate to these
facilities, two major problems will arise. The
first problem is due to excessive cycling of the 30
to 125 horsepower motors driving these pumps.
Excessive cycling will result in heat build-up in
the motor and controls resulting in motor failure.
The larger motors will not function properly and
will need to be replaced with small pumps and motors
sized for the reduced flow raies to be expected.

The second problem involves the doubled detention
time in each pump station wet well. At reduced flow
rates, these detention times will exceed EPA
standards and will result in a deterioration of
wastewater quality and potential hazardous
conditions for the treatment facility.

2. Clarifiers and Packed Towers

The treatment piant consists of three stages of
clarification and two stages of packed tower
biological reactors. At the reduced flow rates it
will be necessary to remove units from service to
maintain proper loading rates on the remaining
units. It is unknown how this can be accomplished
to prevent long-term degradation of the structures
and the equipment/media therein. At this point, it
would appear that the cost to take these units out
of service, in a manner that will not allow
degradation, will be equal to the continued cost to
operate and maintain them.

3. Pressure and Gravity Piping Systems

Reduced flow rates through the facility will result
in additional maintenance problems associated with
low flow velocities in all piping systems. It is
uncertain at this time what the overall effect will
be, but it is certain that pipe fouling and plugging
problems will arise when the flows are reduced.

4-5
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Sludge Handling Facilities

The treatment plant uses an anaerobic digester and
raw siudge handling facilities with drying by belt
filter presses. The reduced solids loading to the
digester will either make it inoperable or too
expensive to run due to reduced gas production. In
either case, it will force all sludge handling to
the raw sludge facilities, which will result in a
higher cost per thousand gallons of sewage treated,
since no solids will be reduced through the
digester.

Plant 0&M Staff

The reduction in flows will not result in a
proportionate reduction in personnel. The facility
is already at minimum staffing levels acceptable to
the I1linois EPA and minimum numbers of operators to
man a two-shift, seven-day-per-week operation. 1In
addition, all stages of treatment will remain,
although the number of units in operation in scre
stages may be reduced. The current maintenance
staff is marginally adequate for the present
operation and could only be reduced minimally, if at
all, in the event of the loss of Chanute’s flows.

Chanute may not maintain the connection to the
municipal wastewater treatment plant to accommodate
the infiltration/inflow (I/I). The I/I is
approximately 25 percent of the total flow. The I/I
is stormwater that enters the sewage system through
Teaks, cracks, manholes, or malfunctioning seals.

If the connection to wastewater treatment plant is
not maintained, flooding may occur in basements and
lowlying areas. One alternative to maintaining the
connection would be to flush the lines and shunt any
I/I into Salt Fork Creek. The base will use
existing piping to discharge into Salt Fork Creek.

In summary, the loss of flow from Chanute will
result in numerous operating problems, some
requiring capital improvements to correct. It will
also result in a 45 to 50 percent loss in revenue
with almost no drop in operation and maintenance

expenses.
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Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCB)

In October 1989, a survey will be conducted to test for

PCB concentrations. Current Air Training Command plians

call for Chanute AFB to be free of PCB prior to transfer
of the property.

Asbestos

The extent of asbestos on Chanute is not currently known.
The asbestos survey planned for 1990 will be completed
before disposal of the base. Because the extent of
asbestos 1s not known, the impacts from base closure will
depend on the extent and condition of the asbestos

jdentified.
Underground Storage Tanks

The Air Force will closely coordinate the disposition of
USTs with the I11inois State Fire Marshal and EPA, Region

V.
Other
0il/water Separators

The oil/water separators will either be disposed of or
decontaminated depending on base reuse. The separators
and resulting sludges will need to be disposed of if
there is no further need for them. Decontamination will
include pumping all compartments of the separator and
removing oils, volatiles, and aqueous and sludge layers,

including sand and grit.
Above-Ground Bulk Storage Tanks

These tanks will be drained and purged of flammable gases
to minimize the risk of accidental ignition or explosion.
The final disposition of these tanks will be determined
when the base ownership is transferred.

Radon

The Air Force will disclose results of all radon testing
including radon levels in housing units.

4.7 1Installation Restoration Program

The closure of Chanute AFB will prevent new hazardous waste
sites from being generated by the military in the short- or
Tong-term. The elimination of hazardous substances releases

9/28/89
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will have a positive impact on the biological and physical
environment on the base. The impact of hazardous substances
releases will probably not be short-term. The sites under
investigation could be restricted from future development until
any necessary remedial actions are completed.

The Installation Restoration Program (IRP) would not be affected
by implementation of closure. The IRP is independent of the
base closure process, and will continue, as needed, after the
military mission has been terminated. Through this program, the
United States Air Force is committed to thoroughly investigate
and remediate contaminated sites as needed. The Air Force, EPA,
Region V, and the State of I11inois will be involved in
decisions on the clean-up of contaminated sites.

Biological Environment

The withdrawal of military personnel and closure of the base
generally will have positive impacts on the biological
environment. Because of the decreased amount of maintenance and
military operations, the base may provide a better habitat for
plant and animal species. The animals common to Chanute AFB
(Table 3.5) are ordinarily found in the type of environment that
exists on the base. With the elimination of base operations,
their habitat may increase in quality and size. These increases
in habitat quality and size may be tempered if the
recommendations of the Fish and Wildlife Management Plan are not
carried out before closure of the base. The tree planting and
landscaping around the recreation lake are especially important
to habitat development.

No threatened or endangered plant or animal species will be
negatively affected by the base closure.

Cultural Resources

Native American sites or other prehistoric or historic
archaeological will not be negatively affected as a result of
base closure.

No prehistoric or historic archaeological sites will be affected
by the base closure.

Currently, no sites or districts an Chanute AFB are listed on
the National Register of Historic Places. Some buildings in the
01d Main base area may be listed when they are 50 years old
(1991.) The base closure should not have significant adverse
impacts on any possible sites (districts) since the Air Force is
committed to continual base maintenance until ownership of the

base is transferred.
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After closure, the base will be maintained at a level sufficient
to prevent deterioration of property. The grounds probably
would not be maintained at the present level; however, because
base maintenance will continue, no significant adverse effects
to visual and aesthetic values are anticipated.

Transportation Impacts

None of the transportation modes used to relocate the designated
course groups will cause negative impacts.

The urban area of Champaign-Urbana-Rantoul, I11inois has a daily
commute time (journey-to-work trip) of 34 minutes. According to
the 1988 edition of Places Rated Almanac, the freeway traffic is
considered to be a moderate flow during peak conditions. It has
been determined that the local highway network will absorb any
increase in truck traffic as a result of the base closure and
will not experience adverse travel impacts during peak or
non-peak periods. Similarly, current scheduling parameters
offset any adverse impacts of relocating the course groups
through the use of either of the modes in the local area of
Rantoul, Illinois.

The shorter period of time for movement of each course move will
not cause adverse impacts to the local road network. The
increase in truck traffic will be offset by a reduced number of
vehicles on and off base. Scheduling truck and/or rail
movements to and from the base during the non-peak traffic hours
would also prevent impacts.

Socioeconomic Factors

An EIS is required to discuss socioeconomic effects only when
such effects are interrelated with natural or physical effects.
During preparation of this EIS, the Air Force considered whether
any indirect biophysical effects could be attributed to
socioeconomic impacts. Except in the case of the Village of
Rantoul Wastewater Treatment Plant, no such effects or
interrelationships were found. Therefore, it was not necessary
for the completeness of the environmental analysis to forecast
socioeconomic consequences, and this EIS does not attempt to do
s0.

However, the Air Force is sensitive to the community upheaval
caused by closing a major employer like an Air Force base.
Therefore, the Air Force is working with the Office of Economic
Adjustment (OEA) to assist those communities expected to be
hardest hit as a result of base closure.
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Also, a second EIS will be preparen to cover the Air Force’s
proposed final disposition of the base property including
community reuse. A study will be conducted to examine the
overall effects on socioeconomic factors. This study will be
included in the second EIS. For example, this study will
include anticipated loss of tax revenues, housing and school
impacts, and the loss of employment from base closure as if
there were no positive benefits from reuse. These elements will
then be compared to the gains expected as a result of the reuse
options for the base. The positive and negative impacts will be
discussed in the second EIS to help the Air Force in its
decision making with respect to disposal and reuse. Such
analysis will be less speculative than it would be if were it
undertaken today, since an important component, development
reuse options including a community reuse plan, will then be

available.

The Office of Economic Adjustment (OEA), located in the Office
of the Assistant Secretary of Defense, provides the chief staff
arm for the President’s Economic Adjustment Committee (EAC.)
The EAC consists of the federal department and agency heads and
was established under Executive Order 12049 on March 27, 1978,
to bring to bear the resources of various federal agencies in
assisting communities affected by base closures.

develop and implement a comprehensive economic recovery program.
The EAC then affords priority assistance to community requests
for federal technical assistance, financial resources, excess or
surplus property, or other requirements that are part of this

program.

Economic adjustment programs have been initiated in the
communities affected by the Commission on Base Realignments and
Closures. Where required, OEA is providing impact planning
grants for community base reuse plans.

4.12 Relationship Between Short-Term Uses and Long-Term Productivity
of the Environment

The clasure of Chanute AFB was recommended by the Secretary of
Defense’s Commission on Base Realignment and Closure. The
closure of the base would discontinue all current military uses
of the base. After closure, the risk of accidental hazardous
material spills or releases due to the military will no longer
be present.
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The sites currently under investigation will preclude
development in those areas until they have been fully
investigated and the threat to 1ife is determined as
insignificant or the necessary cleanup is completed.

The long term socioeconomic productivity for the Village of
Rantoul is not discussed in this document. A second EIS will be
prepared to cover the Air Force’s proposed final disposition of
the base property, including community reuse. A study will be
conducted to examine the overall effects on socioeconomic
factors. This study will be included in the second EIS.

The general impacts to the environment will be beneficial in the
short-term. The long-term impacts are unknown because the
future uses of the base have not been determined.

4.13 Irreversible or Irretrievable Commitments of Resources

Due to the transportation requirements of the closure action,
the energy usage will temporarily increase. Other minor
resources that would be irretrievably committed are landfill
capacity and resources used to manufacture packing materials.

No demolition of activities is planned due to the closure of the
base. Therefore, irreversibie and irretrievable commitments of

resources will be minor.
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Champaign County - Zoning Administrator - Ty Clapper

Chanute Air Force Base - Major Dave w1ttﬁebert
Bob Hannah, 3330 ABG/DEE, Chief of

Engineering
John Hinton, 3330 ABG/DEE,
Environmental Coordinator

Headquarters, Air Training Command, Randolph Air
Force Base, Texas.- Catherine Hitchins

ITlinois State Natural History Survey
Division - Head, Wildlife Research Section, Dr. Glen Sanderson

I1linais Historic Preservation Office - Anne M. Haaker, Coordinator
Resource Protection Services

I11inois Department of Conservation -
Natural Heritage Division - John Buhnerkempe - Data Coordinator

I1linois Environmental Protection Agency -
Air Quality Analysis ~ Supervisor, Bob Swinford

Division of Water Pollution Control - Manager, Compliance
Assurance - Kenneth R.

Rogers

Division of Public Water Supplies - Manager, Administrative
Operations ~ Richard D.

Coffman

Sodemann and Associates, Inc. - Mike Little

United States Fish and Wildlife Service - Fish and Wildlife 8iologist
- Bil1l Harrison

~ Fish and Wildlife
Biologist - Jerry Vade

Viliage of Rantoul - John Reale - Superintendent of Water and
Wastewater Departments

Mayor Podagrosi
Frank E11iott - Consultant for Economic

Development
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List of Preparers

United States Air Force

Catherine Hitchins, B8.S. Civil Engineering - 3 years in Environmental
Engineering - Headquarters, Air Training Command

United States Army Corps of Engineers, Louisville District

William R. Haynes, M.A. English - 11 years Environmental Protection
Specialist

Woolpert Consultants

Mark Lawner, PCP, AICP, Project Principal - M.S. City and Regional Planning
- 25 years in environmental and city/regional planning.

Fred Zeidman, AICP, Director of Planning -~ MUP (Master of Urban Planning) -
15 years in city/regional and environmental planning.

Warren C. High, Biologist/Project Manager - B.S. Fisheries and Wildlife
Biology - 9 years in environmenta) biology and impact assessment.

Dave Cornell, P.E., M.S. Civil Engineering -~ 30 years in environmenta)l
program management and administration.

Mark Ray, Biologist - M.S. Environmental Science - 7 years in applied
ecology and environmental impact analysis.

Sue Hiller, Environmental Planner - M.S. Soil, Water, and Engineering - 8
years in soil science, environmental planning, and archaeology.

A. Carlos Landaburu, Environmental Scientist, PH.D. - 14 years in
environmental impact analysis

Robert Flood, Aquatic Biologist, B.S. Biology - 3 years in preparation of
aquatic baseline studies and environmental impact analyses.

Stephen P. Phipps, Geologist/environmental scientist, B.S. Geology - 4
years geologic mapping and computer modeling.

David Hafley, AICP, Senior Planner - Master of Urban and Regional Planning
- 10 years in land use and environmental planning.

Mark S. Cundiff, Environmental/Land Use Planner, M.A. Community Development
and Planning - 6 years in land use and environmental planning.
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List of Preparers (Continued)

William Wilbert, Senior Landscape Architect/Environmental Planner, B.L.A.
Landscape Architecture - 12 years in site analyses and impact
assessments.

Will C. Ballard, Environmental Planner, Master of Urban Planning - 2 years
land use and environmental planning.

Howard Wienerman, Environmental Scientist, B.S. Science Administration and
Biology - 10 years in environmental sampling and analysis.

Sharon Rozier, Land Use Planner, B.S. Urban Planning - 5 year Socioceconomic
Analysis.

Charles Everett, Transportation Planner, B.S. Urban Studies - 5 years
Transportation Planning.
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APPENDIX

Assumptions for Closure Implementation

This sections explains the assumptions used to quantify the transportation
impacts of the Chanute AFB closure and resource relocation. The results
presented were derived for impact assessment purposes and may not
accurately reflect actual closure plans. The potential environmental
impacts of implementing the closure are defined by the quantities and types
of materials being transported and by the mode of transportation. For this
purpose, quantities of weight have been associated with personnel being
relocated, equipment, and supplies. A1l of the applicable modes of freight
transportation have been shown to relate the utility or disutility of each
mode for providing long-haul transport services. It is assumed that each
of the modes; truck, train, plane, and barge or a combipation of these
modes will be considered. Pipeline was excluded due to the lack of
adequate pipeline network. Ffor this purpose, the following quantities of
personnel and equipment have been determined.

The total working force, military and civilian, at Chanute is approximately
5,950. However, the number of people invoived in the relocation is 1,900,
This number has been estimated based on the 3,370 average daily students
who will no longer go to Chanute for training. Approximately 50 percent of
the current civilian employees and the military training personnel are
associated with the course groups.

It is assumed that each workstation contains an average of 1,500 pounds of
equipment (Mather AFB 1988) and that each employee represents a

workstation. Thus, it is estimated that in addition to the 2,204 tons of
course group equipment, 1,425 tons of office workstation equipment will be

moved.

It was also assumed that 64 percent of military and 39 percent of civilian
employees are single (BCP 79.) Single personnel were assumed to occupy
three rooms and personnel with dependents five rooms. Rooms were
calculated as containing 1,000 1b. (Mather AFB.) Therefore, the amount of

personal property weight is 3,446 tons.

The combination of equipment, workstations, and personal property brings
the total weight of materials to be moved to approximately 7,075 tons.

It is assumed that 838 military and 220 single civilian employees will be
flown via commercial air to their respective bases. The other 472 military
and 361 civilian employees and families will be flown via commercial air or
use their privately owned vehicles to reach their destinations.
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Other sources of information were:

"USAF Almanac Portrait of the Air Force" Air Force Magazine May, 1989, Air
Force Association.

“Freight Data Requirements for Statewide Transportation Systems Planning”
NCHRP Report 177, 1977, Transportation Research Board.

Intermodal Freight Transportation 1985, Eno Foundation for Transportation.

Transportation America’s Lifeline 1987, Information Aids, Inc.
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Modal Considerations

Highways

The national system of Interstate and Defense Highways is over 96 percent
complete with only one percent of the proposed work not begun. Much of the
rematning work consists of urban arterials, which are extremely expensive
because of the cost of land acquisition. In 1985, trucks accounted for 26
percent of the vehicie miles traveled on interstate highways. Trucks
carrying freight accounted for 24.8 percent. This includes 600,000
ton-miles of cargo. The motor carrier was the second highest cargo mode of
transport.

Rail

The American Railroad system is almost completely occupied with freight
traffic. Of the $27,586 billion in 1985 operating revenues, $26,688
biliion (97 percent) was generated by freight operations. The rails
accounted for 37.2 percent of intercity freight traffic and 898,000
ton-miles of cargo. The train was the primary cargo carrier.

Alr

A1l air freight shipments can be considered intermodal because a truck is
used for origin/destination to and from the terminal access and egress. No
direct pick-up or delivery occurs between the airplane and the shippers
location. Also, in a longhaul air-surface move, the shipper gets the
benefit of airspeed for a portion of the routing and lower surface rates
for the other portion. Generally, air-freight shipment is the most
expensive. Commercial freight carriers moved only three percent of the
freight in 1985.

Waterway

In 1985, water transport moved over 13 percent of all freight in the United
States. This figure compares with 37 percent of the freight that is
transported by rail, 25 percent that is transported by truck, and 23
percent that is transported by pipeline. Although water represents only a
small percentage, it is still a significant mode of transportation. Water
shipment is 1imited by the location of the waterways and the cities that
border the rivers and oceans. Delivery is slower; however, water transport
is often less expensive than rail or truck and larger shipments can be
moved more easily.

9/28/89 5-6




References

Buil, John, and John Farrand Jr. 1977. The Audobon Society Field Guide to
North American Birds. Alfred A. Knopf, New York

Burt, William H. and Richard P. Grossenheider. 1964. A Field Guide to the
Mammals. Second Ed. Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston.

Conant, Roger. 1958. A Field Guide to Reptiles and Amphibians. Houghton
Mifflin Company, Boston.

Engineering-Science. 1983. Installation Restoration Program, Phase I
Records Search, Chanute AFB, Illinois.

__. 1987, Installation Restoration Program, Remedial
Investigation Feasibility Study (Phase II- IVA) work Plan Chanute AFB,

INlinois.

_ . 1988. Installation Restoration Program, Remedial
Investigation - Feasibility Study (Phase II-IVA), Quality Assurance
Project Plan, Chanute AFB, Illinois.

Harkness, Terrence G. 1985. Chanute AFB Landscape Development Plan.
University of Illinois.

Harland Bartholomew and Associates, Inc. 1987. Chanute AFB Architectural
Guidelines Northbrook, Illinois.

. 1987. Chanute AFB Comprehensive Plan Report.
Northbrook, I1linois.

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency. 1988. 1987 Annu:l Air Quality
Report. Springfield, Illinois.

1989, 1988 Annual Air Qualitv Report. Springfield,

—171in0is.

. 1987-1989. Groundwater Quality Data for Chanute AFB
and the Village of Rantoul. Springfield, I1linois.

_ . 1986-1989. Surface Water Quality Data for Chanute
AFB and the Village of Rantoul. Springfield, Illinois.

. 1986-1990. National Pollution Discharge Elimination
System Permit No. 1L0022128 for the Village of Rantoul. Illinois.
Springfield, I1linois.

. 1983-1988. National Pollution Discharge Elimination
System Permit. No. ILO027073 for Chanute AFB. Il1linois. Springfield,

I1Nlinois.

9/28/89




Indiana Department of Highways, 1989. Procedure Manual for Preparing
Environmental Studies. Indianapolis, Indiana.

Marek, Kevin. 1986. Chanute AFB Cropland Management Plan. Chanute AFB,
INlinois.

Martin, Alexander C., Arnold L. Nelson, and Herbert S. 2im. 1951.
American Wildlife and Plants, a Guide to Wildlife Food Habits, Oover
Publications, Inc. New York.

Penney, Jane, P.E. and Terrance Harkness. 1984. Chanute AFB Fish and
wildlife Management Plan. Chanute AFB, I1linois.

1984. Chanute AFB Outdoor Recreation Plan. Chanute

AFB, Illinois.

Report of the Defense Secretary’s Commission. Base Realignments and
Closures. December, 1988.

Robbins, Chandler S., Bertel Bruun, and Herbert S. Zim, 1983. Revised Ed.
Birds of North America. Golden Press, New York.

Roy F. Weston, Inc. 1984. Installation Restoration Program Phase II,
Problem Confirmation and Quantification, Presurvey Report for Chanute
AFB, I1linois. West Chester, Pennsylvania.

. 1986. Installation Restoration Program Phase II
Confirmation/Quantification Stage I, Volume I for Chanute AFB, I1linois.
West Chester, Pennsylvania.

Soil Conservation Service. 1979. Soil Survey of Champaign County,
Il1linois.

Trautman, Milton. 1981. The Fishes of Ohio. Ohio State University Press,
Columbus, Ohio.

United States Air Force. 1985. Air Force Installation Restoration Program
Management Guidance.

1986. Management of Hazardous Waste CTTC Plan 708.

_ . 1984, Management of Recoverable and Waste Liquid
Petroleum Products, CAFB Plan 211.

19”8, Spill Prevention and Response Plan, CTTC Plan

705.

1979. Tab A-1 Environmental Narrative for Chanute

AFB, Illinois.

Village of Rantoul. 1969 Zoning and Use Regulating Ordinance, Village of
Ran*oul, Illinois.

9/28/39 5-8




APPENDIX B8

9/28/89




\ @ity S,
-&\\‘n“ i 19 . 1’00/3

DAVID D. GLISSON, Superiniendent
408 Eat Wibeh Avenue

Santoul, 3llinnis G10GE

CHANUTE AFB CLOSURE IMPACT
RANTOUL CITY SCHOOLS, DISTRICT #137
RANTOUL, ILLINOIS

The Rantoul City Schools consists of six buildings that enroll 2,483 swdents in grades
K through 8 and Special Cducation. This enroliment consists of 65% base connected
tuderus and 35% non-base connected students. The foilowing impact structure has
n orpanizced bascd on the assumption that all military and civilian connected base
nonnci will move from the community due to the base closure. It appears that the
distnct coukd very well expect a worse case scenarnio of approximately 880 K-8 stu-
dents and (wo buildings remaining open to provide for the educational needs of these
tudcents. 233 staff members are currently needed to meet all of the staffing needs in
the six busidings. If the base closes it will 1ake approximately 84 ssaff members
thereby reducing total staff by 149. If this scenario would come about, the distnict
would be required 10 close four of the present six buildings over a period of time as
the Air Force graduaily phascd out its operation. Due to the present federal and state
funding formuias. the district would losc approximately 70% of its State and Federal
resources. This would not take into account the potential loss in local taxes due to the
lower tax assessment d by d d propenty values. Some real cstate sources
have indicaicd property valucs could be lowered as much as 30% or more.

IEvcn though the present Impact Aid Law under Section 3E indicated a provision to

provide transution funds for school districts in the event that a military installation
closcs. there is ao present appropriation At the federal level as we undersiand it. Dr.
John Lynch. Deputy Secretary of the Defensc. has proposed that $20-525.000.000 be
appropnated by Congress (o assist federally impacted districts. Finst impressions are
that $45.000.000 may be nceded during the first year funding. A more detailed study
is going 10 be conducted daring the first part of March 0 assess Lhis in greater detail.
The point i that a special appropriation would have to be requesicd from Congress
and it would have 10 be realized that this would need to be funded duning 3 numbcer o

"hc wrantional years. it is also requested that the military authorities communicate

' to the locai school systems carty cach ycar duc 1o a requirement in {llinos which
reyuires districis make saff decisions sixty days before school is out otherwaise those
saff members are aulomatically cmploycd for the next year. The timing between
stalf nceds and student reduciions due to the ci would be } 10 keep from
destroying the local schoots.

1tis obvious the approximate loss of 149 jobs would have significamt impact upon the
distnct and the community. At the present Lime. it represents onc the of the Icading
employers 1n Champaign County. The disrict has been recogmzed for a number of
YCars as providing outsianding educational services (o students. During 1987-88, the
disirict was cvaluaicd by the state office and has been recommendd to be placed on a
S-year cycie. rather than the iraditional 3. The evaluation team indicated this recom.-
mendation was hesng made because of the obvious outsanding facilitics, staff and
services being provided 1o students. During 1969 the distnct reached its peak in en-
roliment of 4.900 sudents. That enroliment has decreased in recent years 10 a low of
2.270 and has since increased 10 2,483, Duning this decline from 4,900 1o the present
number the special cducation classes have grown from six (1969) to twenty-one. One
of the main reasons for this increase 1n special cducation services is duc 10 the active
work of tiw Chap Organication within the Air Force. The entire Rantoul arca has a
very high reputaiion for providing quality special education services. We undersiand
that 1 1» not necesaanly the case at other bascs throughout the country. If this be the
casc. the 1mpact on the quality of those special education programs being provided for
students could be decreased 1n 3 very sigmiicant manncr.

One other facior that would normally go unnoticed in a staustical study and rcpont, is
that of the yualny of the peopkc who make up the staff of Ranoul City Schools. For a
numher ol yean. the divirct has expended quise a lot of ime and encrpy 1n outstand-

. ng rescarch 10 recruit 3 very compeient Maff. Not only will there be severe cconomc
and poteniigl program reductions as a result of the Chanute Air Force Dase closure, i
will 4hvo have a devasiating umpact upon the high morale, cooperative spint and team
waork currently provided by ihe present staff. Outside state evalustion teams and viss-
1007 10 1he disinct Trequenily remark abous 1he special canng quainy that scems to
exinvt among the Ranioul City Schools’ “family”. Rescarch indicares that studens
leam hest when an environment of this nature 13 provuded for cducational progress and
development 1o accur. The fotlowng siatimics are provided for your consideranion
using the 19R7-8R8 schonl years financial Jata.

Exhibit 1

I.  ENROLLMENT IMPACT PRE-CLOSURE POST-CLOSURFE.
(9/30/87)
A.  Miliary living and
. working on basc (3JA) 1.083 0
B.  Military living and
working off base (3B) m 0
C.  Civilians living and
working off basc (3BC) 248 0
D.  Non-base connected 880 880
E.  Towul Enrollment 2.483 880
F Net Decrease (- 1,603)
G.  Pereent Change (- 65%)
1. FINANCIAL IMPACT (a)
A.  Fedenal sources $1.865.869.00 $291.156.00 (b)
B.  Staie sources $3.809.852.00 $909.852.00 (¢)
C.  Local taxes S 758.741.00 $758.741.00 (4)
D.  Projecied revenue decreases
in state and federal sources $4,474,713.00
L. Pereent change (-70%)

F. Other Costs

Uncmployment Costs -$79,000 to $1,000.000.00 v (e)

HL  PERSONNEL IMPACT

A, Toual Distncy Seafl n 84
B.  Potcnuat nct jobs lost (-149)
C.  Pereent change {-645%)

fa) Datc Souree: Disncy's Annual Financial Repon.

June 30. 1988. pp 25

(b)  This amount reflccts a loss of $1.574,713.00 in federal Impact Aid. but does not
reflect decreases in other federal programs. such as Chapeer 1, 2, ctc.. duc 10
cnroliment decrcases,

(¢)  This amount reflccts an approxsmate loss of $2,900.000.00 in stase sources.
The projccted ADA (3rd year) of 794 was used in the prosent stase awd formula.

(d)  These figures do not reflect potential lowcer local tax asscssments due 1o base
closure.

(¢)  This amount would vary depending upon direct reimburscment or 3.4% of gross
salancs (first $9.000) is used. Timing may be difficult 10 determune unless good
communication is reccived from malitary personned.

IV.  SUMMARY

it is quite evadent (rom the above statistics, that the closure of Chanuse Air Force Base
would have a profound effect on the Ranioul City Schools. The 880 students that are
listed as non-base connccied is actuaily belicved to be less, due (0 3 services impact
decrease in the community, however. it is aiso not known how many civilians may
stay in the arca. Therefore, ihese two (2) figures were not changed. The disinict cur-
rently operates »ix (6) atiendance centers for actusl student instruction. One (1) other
buslding 15 currently being utilized by the Stase Educaion Service Regron. If the base
s closed. the icial building unlizanon could decrease from the present 6 schoots 10 2.
Becausc of the obvious impact of these figures, we believe the commission report.
which refers to a modcrale impact, is incorrect. We sincerely request that the congress
reevaluate the com s proposed ci We ly end: the concept of an
cfficienily op d def Jep budget. however, we believe that with all
sncenty thai it should be based on a weil-devetoped up-io-date stedy. We aiso foel
the Mudy should conmder the 101l MPAct UPON INC AT INCIIOINE WA K AR, WsRL-
ATy CONMIICTION Costs, Jocal jownt comracts beiween the village and Aw Force and
e ity of Tite u itk Rantoul/Chanuie arca comparcd 1o the cnis of Jicoping 1o
create this same qualsty 3t oiher bases. We honesly fect that such a Mudy would show
Ihe vital roke that Chanute Asr Force Base shows not only for the milnary but also for
alt of Last Cemral o




Exhibit 1

If this scenario would come about, the district would be reguired to
close four of the present six buildings over a period of time as the
Air Force gradually phased out its operation. Due to the present
federal and state funding formulas, the district would lose
approximately 70% of its State and Federal resources. This would not
take into account the potential l1oss in local taxes due to the lower
tax assessment created by decreased property values. Some real
estate sources have indicated property values could be lowered as
such as 30% or more.

Comment noted. An Air Force prepared Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) on ree-use of Chanute AFB will address potential community
impact of alternative land use scenarios.

It is obvious the approximate loss of 149 jobs would have significant
impact upon the district and the community.

Same response as 1.

The entire Rantoul areas has a very high reputation for providing
quality special education services. If this be the case, the impact
on the quality of those special education programs being provided for
students could be decreased in a very significant manner.

Same response as 1.

Not only will there be severe economic and potential program
reductions as a result of the Chanute Air Force Base closure, it will
also have a devastating impact upon the high morale, cooperative
spirit and team work currently provided by the present staff.

Same response as 1.

The district currently operates six (6) attendance centers for actual
student instruction. One (1) other building is currently being
utilized by the State Education Service Region. If the base is
closed, the total building utilization could decrease from the
present 6 schools to 2.

Same response as 1.




' ‘

LIRS

¢
"‘x'," UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
¥ REGION §
m J 130 SOUTH DFARBORN 8T
» i CUIACD, I1.1LINOIS sosae
"4 oot .
11 0EC 190 .

Ms. Catherine Hitchins

ODepartrmnt of the Air loroe

HQ ATC/OEEV

Bariding 661, Room 117

Randolph Air Force Base, Twes  78150-5001

Nanr Me. Hitchine:

™ with our

e clomire of ‘nanute Air force Rase And relocation of Um miwsion ard
relatad suppurl wlivities of the Camte Techhical Training Center to
otisting rrainim centers at four Alr foros bases. Thess Lases irclule
Shegparl AFB, Texas: Keesler AFM, Mississippl: Lowry Arw, Colorado: art

Genxifellow AMD, Texag. MO CORSEruction or adewoiition activities ars plannen

as part of this ation.

Two €15°8 ate bsetiy pregmced {or base closure activities. This firxt £1S

assemaes the g ts of lusute uf the base. The followiig issms are
discwrast o o 0 r1S: physical ard 1ompae on the

poreibilities udder the Natiowl Bwiruwtal
POLiCy ACT (NLFA) ang Section 109% of the Clean Alr ACt, we have reviewsi thw
ALt Bwiturmaial Tepwet Statwwnt (Dratt EIS) for the ciomue of Chamuta
AMr Moroe Mane, Rartoul, Thampaign sy, Tllinois. The atice Lrsluhes

wanlrawatles 1 wality; ingpaxcrs of l'nznm wRsta sites: costs of )
avitussitabimiligat ion: larm] use lssues: surtacs water and

tar
inguie;: (tMwval At Clearup of Duried fuel tanks: & removel and disposal
of asbestos-vortaliliy materials (MM) amd polychiorinatsd bipheryls (FCB).

Thae seceasl £33 will adsdws Uwe (inal dispcéilion of the base’s properey

(irluwdirg praentiol reuse). The secord EIS will focus on the SOCICMCONOmiC
impacts of the base closurc. Sepatate NEPA Juasasds will be prepared to

assrng Ui impwts of the telocation of the mission at the four rewiv

besas. U vAvwile lwystdieg Ue information containad Ln this fiest E1S

relate to tm 13sues of hwzalious wasts site Cleany i ot o
storvye tanks anid Clewap vl oy spillel i leaksd profuct; reeovel amd

Jimpumal of AU°S i FCW's: and the potantisl for degrading local water
Quality (ke to the porhleew azsoriaten with the contused operation of the

wantstmalve Creatmwit facility (Ollowifs] the base closure. We are siso

ocovamned that tlee E1S piuams (ot Lhis acticn may NOT pravide an Adequats

assessnent of potential reuse options.

AS Jiwameaevd in the Draft E13, Chanute AFE now uses the City of Hantoul ‘s
he cl

pblicly owned treattant works (FOTW) for L

©f (Qosriter will reradt in.the lose of approximstely 30 peromnt of the
senttowp: haal; (low to U toeaumnt actlity. This less vill xt/erseiy

irpact the opetation of Um in-plant pupirg facilities, the clarifiers am
packed towers, the piping systes, aul Ume sludge handling facilities. 1in
addition, Chamita AI'B may X meintain the connaction to the mmicipal
wasteunter treatmwt piant to acxwwxiele the wnglitnticovintlos. It the
conNect ion to the wistcwiter trvatmert plant is not mimtaimud, (looding may
comir i1n baseswnts and lovlying ayens. HWhiile Uw Dratt EIS polnts ost these
problemm, 1t offers no solutions. The Fuwl £1S mst aadress this issue and
commit to implanenting meamues wWhiidi will allow the FOTW to continue

cperating propercly.

The Draft EIS states Uwt the [nstailetion Restoration Program (IRF) is
indeperdant of closure amt beyd te sope of this FIs. The LRV is only
ackdressad to the extent that it is inlarrelatad to Closure actions ard
associsted put-itial lxpwts. The finai FIS and Record of Decision (R00)
for Wtis pmiect must (ncluie a comiteent to the cone trued  Lrvestiqation of
potential welammiion ad to sppropriate cleang ot contaminatad soils,
irface vater au yroundwater. The folloviim sUmEECiZes CUr CONOCETS
rwlative to hazandous waste sitas. Our decailet conoems are contained in
air most 1ot letivt o the Rmmdial IMVeSTigetion HepoTt. Groundwater
wonitoring is leisy waeslshan near sevan sites. Theme seven sites uciude
four laesifills, two fire protaction trmining Aress, ami the Building 932
tank siudge 2isposal pit. The sites are rostly contamirwtad by organic and

Yar », plymcl aTowat IC hydrooathons (PAN) and heavy
metals. We have tnoommorvied Ut 8 biological of the i at
Salt Fuch Clver b wiettaken to det 1t the ard

Y
1l fish population have been adverseiy irpacted. ott-site samplim
shoild 3130 he wiertaken to detarmine the extant of migration of the
contamumtinn,  itigh o entrations of silver and PAN’s have bean detectad
in B toa watar oyl sashiment sasypsles in the vicinity of the Building 932
ates. Discharges fLun the tank sludge disposai pit Ared should be
divertand, Or at lenst minlmizsd, 1n OfGer to protact the quality of the
recaivirng water.

Given the potential (ut asiasination pruDlems, the contaaimten qrosrimter
mdisl (I, wel tiw tevmonat reversal (10w At eame of the sitas, It mmt be
deteimiivs) vhather contaminated tar (rom Chamse has infiltrated the
City’s sawer rystes mel Lhe FOTW facility. 1T the City’s systam has becoee
contaminAted, Usa Um Air foros mst Lrpiesant appropriata cleanyp actions.

Poje 1-18 of Uwe Nralt £1S indicates that the Air Foroe Urnards to amtirue
opeTat LY its hatan) s weele SLOrNGE ATSS &8 & LrestMnt, storsge ard
Jisposal {TST) facility, rethar than go through a RCRA clomure. The Flral
€15 should Lislicele Uw reasons for the reed to CoNtime cparstirg this
htordas wasle sorvm arss as a TSU (acility. lote that if the stomge
e e Cleal wevier provicione of the Recource Conservition and Recowary
At (RCRA), the unit conid ve re-ectivatad in the future as 2 qemerator
et Lo 40 (FR FaIt ¢nl.34.  AS & gnnorator, the base could sucumslste
wasty (o e tn 40 (hiya it thon cip I off-31te.  NO RAZARIOE wiste
Anapaeent jetmil waild v tepirwd weier UWSe CHIOMMStANUIS .

The Oratt €17 atates twt 17 Wyn UST e exist on the base, ard an UST

s arad s will he develarey.  mote that all iN-uervics (GT’s mot be
tentrd 108 ALl ol = -racrvin UTT’% met be rreewerd.  The Ar Forem’s
bmorliqal conneperad rhae vy e MWT peaintal rerpiiatory regilnvwents.  For
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this resson, the Alr Fforce is westiy wilhi the Stata Fire Marshall (SPN) who
aparates the UST poogram in [1limuis. Our Agancy Nae alreedy 1niorrad the
SN ard Chanute AFD petscniwel Umt w8 will ot gTant any wwivers to our
rvaulationn. . tha prop ] pra tor tasting Ad reoval
mamt be molified to confoim with Federsl requlations. Adequats Cleanp rust
be providnd for any contamination causml by leakirsy usT’s.

The Draft E£I5 Lnlicates that five active FCB (7300 ppe) transforsars and two
active ACD contamineted (50-500 pas) Uwalormers ire 10Catad on Lhe Dase.
A total of $%1 capacitors ad t: with [, ] are e
located on the lase. The Oraft EIS statas that a survey willi be conductsd
to test for ICB concantistions in Gulubee, 199. QUTEK Alr iTRINING
Ceard plans call for Chamte AFS to be {rwe of FCB’s prioc to transter of
the propercy. %We (sxemed Uwl the Final EI3 Inclixe the resilts of the
FCB suvey. The Final EIS should also disGiss the plame for proper Clewmp
ad Jisgemal, It PCR transformere arw to be resovedt arnd disposed of, then
ssvernl [a:tuts wusld bs conoidered. A @pill contirgency pian should te
formulatad fur the of this egquips the of old
transforsers Are scmetisan prong to leak we almo that
be taken to pteved escape Of PCB'S US TO SuCh 16SKS. SUCh FeASUIES SAYy
include plaiig 4 pan undernasth the trast(orser and seouing it to the
tennstormmr by setal Lais or e in hasvy plastic

18 faguistad uxier ¢0 CFR Fart

shoetliey. vispiwat of FCB L

761.60. If stotage of the PCB's are Y prioc to di 1. then you
should refer to reqpulations contained in 40 CFR 761.65. The proper markam
of the trenmt vehicle, contai and are rwjulatad under
40 CTR Pact 741.40. i for the laad i

arw regulated in 410 CFR 761.100. In case Of an accident or epill, you
shauld 1efve to <0 CTR 761.120 vhich includes the FCB spill clearp policy.
40 CTR 781. 125 also AisCusses ruquirwsants for FCB spill cleamp.

The Draft FIS islicates thet the extat of astastos on Cante AFB is not
asTently xs. A ssbestos survey is Dlanned tor 1990, ard it wili be
leted lnfute Jding I of the base. Nota thut Federsl Repulations
{40 CTR fart 41) require that the Stats and cur AQury be notitied prioc to

beginning any -Ork in Aroas containing asbestos. he.

alen discuss procwkirue shich must De followed in the rumoval add disposs)
of astamtiyvs~containing materials. e recomard that (e Alr Foroe evaluate
the ispaclas of leaving astestos in Muildings shich will not be dewolished
versus removing audssius (rom chase bulldirgs.

The Air force has mandated the Rakss Assssseark &) Mitigution Programs to
determine radon jevels in buildings on base. This program was dewwvelcpad to
evaluate levels of radon exposure to military mesbars ard their depardercs
ard to Ptwvide 4 neans for mitigation, it necwssary. Severul tuildirgs,
incluiug Ixnminyy umts, have bean Surveyed, and the results have idicated
that (utlwr suveys shraadd be codctad. A year-long survey is plannad.
Tha follrwarey krvmnts, (udilizhal by aue AMoncy, sy o usetul wvhon
degmipiicer th - cledy:

"Irdout Re bk And Radon Decsy

“Inter i Protcools for Scresning and Followg Rxion ard Redon Decay
Mroduct Measurcscnts®

“The tiaticanl Reln Meascvssrt Proficiency Proagrae’

wWe will senl you copies of thase publicatians in a sspersts ssiling.

The txefl I3 siates on page il that @ sscord EIS will be prepared to oOvec
the final digueition of the bess property (inciuding pocancial rwuse).
Paq.x-)ﬂmalhtuqeli“whnﬂ:—dmth-”dm. Horw
of the issues listed include the potantial Teuses of the base prepecty.
Given this aiscrepwry, It is Aifficult to detaomine tw Alr forte's
intantions in regeid to essessing the impacts of rwuse. The second £I3
shculd assess the impacts of sltarmative Asture land uses of this property
since some land uses My have much moew significent sdverse envirorsantal
mpacts than other uses. In addition, ths sscordt EIS shauld detarmine
whether the wastewnter nesds of the future uss of this proparty can be
adequataly accommodated iy the City’s FOTW.

Based on our veview of the Mreft E1S, v have 1ated this action “BC-2°.
The "£C” inticates that ve heve enwi A ™ "2"

Ut e infurmilion mst be provided. Ouwr conoerms will be resoived attac
the followiiny Actiont are taken. A camitsant aust be ssde Lo Laplsmenc
wssuuius LU #ilow the FOTW to aatinue cparsting proparly. If the City’s
wastowater tr 4 han aus to wntiltretion of
s aasrvlerd yr Meator (rom AFB, the AiC Forom sust lspleswe
sEPIOPL 18t Clamwy stium. Tim Finwl EI5 wil ROO mst include o
ammtasd Lo Use ot inued investigation of potential concasirecion from
Chanite AFD Al Mpaupst iate Llewap of uontesinatad soils, surface wetar ad
¢ et . Oiwivcas from the tank sludge aisp 1 pit arma d be
Jivertum), or at least miniumized, in Order TO Protact the quality of the
receiving water. ‘Ihe propoaed procedses fOr UST temmal el Laatirg mmst
Ue malifinl 1O CONCOMM vith Pedarsl regulations. The Final LIS should
diacuss plaw (ur propec cleamp ard dispossl of PCB’s. Tw riral €18
wamld also evaluate the JepACts Of leaving asbestos Ln Buildings whuch will
not be el irNNE YPTAW [EOVLG asbestos (ror thase tulldigs. A

commi Gt sivathi L e Lo weure thet the seuond EIS will assess the
impaces of altermative futaue laxl usas of the bass propsety.

Ma appreciate this oppotunity to provide coessts an the Oraft IS for this
action. 1f you have any Jmations about thase usmesns, please CONAact
Jerr: Houst At (112) 8AG-4248.

Sincerely youes,

Gt ) -
tlias 0. Franz. el
Nwirremat o] Vrrire Bann

Ploaswrsivg ared Mparpaw ot Ivisio




Exhibit 2

EPA Region V Letter.

6..:, Commit to implementing measures which allow the POTW to continue
operating properly

The Air Force will participate in discussions on the POTW with the
responsible agencies and is committed to aiding in a solution to POTW
problems that result because of closure of Chanute.

7. .. Proposed procedures for UST removal must be modified to conform with
federal regulations.

The Underground Storage Tank Management plan will conform to all
applicable state and federal UST regulations. A1l active tanks will be
leak-tested and upgraded prior to transfer. All inactive tanks will be
removed. The Air Force will be in compliance with UST regulations.

Final EIS must discuss plans for proper cleanup and disposal of PCBs.

Results of the PCB survey show 52 PCB or PCB-contaminated devices.
These devices will be remediated by the Air Force in accordance with
applicable federal and state reguiations.

Final EIS should indicate need to continue operating the hazardous
9. waste storage area as a TSD facility.

Chanute AFB will close its interim status hazardous waste storage
facility in accordance with its closure plan submitted to the EPA and state
regulatory agencies.

’ . Final EIS should evaluate impact of leaving asbestos in buildings that
10. are not to be demolished.

No property will be transferred that has asbestos that constitutes an
immediate health hazard. Any such property will have the asbestos which
constitutes the hazard removed in accordance with federal and state
regulations. Also if any facility is demolished, all hazardous materials,
including asbestos, will be removed in accordance with applicable laws and
regulations.

“ A commitment should be made to ensure the second EIS assess Impact of
11. alternative future land uses.

The second EIS will cover socio-economic Impacts in conjunction with
the impacts of the eventual reuse of the base.

S

A, Commit to IRP.

The IRP is independent of the closure of Chanute and will continue
after the base closes.
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November 16, 1989

Gentlemen:

Wa have had less than 30 days to review this document and
consider the elements therein that will affect the 1ife and economy

of this community for many years. Each representative here thisg Since Chanute abandoned all its landfills some years ago all
evening has a very full work schedule and the gshort time frame for garbage and debris is taken to the Rantoul landfill. Our landfill
study of this important draft simply is not adequats. We should has a life expsctancy of some 6-7 years. not 12 years as referrec
have had at least sixty days to study, and review the draft and to to on page 3-18.
's ng.
prepare for tonight's meeting One other item, pages 4-9 and 4-10 refer to the sacond EIS
hich is to address socio-economic issues. Indications are that

This report was contracted and paid for by the Air Force ~ a by
fact made all too ciear by even a brief glance at the draft report. heavy emphasis will be given to expacted reuss of the base.

1 Aint out that we have learned in this process th th

For the most part the raport has concluded that there will be office ﬁ:; Economic 3430.2.:ng .(;EA) is gro-:ay J;d.:g;:a.df
no negative environmental impact on the Village of Rantoul. That's Citizens of the United States have been led to believe that a vas:
like saying that Hugo had no negative environmental impact on array of ssrvices and assistance 1is availabla from OEA., but thase
Charleston. BSoth cases will involve extensive funding, clean-up, are simply not forthcoming. All assistance that is availadble alsc
monitoring and rebuilding. . requires state snd local funding matches.

I am very much disturbed by information received earlier this I refer again to the confusion 1in Congress regardinc
week in the November 3 Congressional Record. The Environmental Environmental Impact and Reuse funding. The money to get the jot
Restoration fund was appropriated $601,100,000 instead of the done is simply not available.
$900,800.000, or about $1 billion originally approved by the House -
of Represantatives. . The cover sheet of this draft statement indicates that the

only significant impact resulting from closure would be thc

The House-Senate conference which arrived at this figure reduction of wastewater flow to the Rantoul Regicnil Waste Wate:
believe that insofar as base closures are concerned this Treatment Plant. We are grateful that this important factor ic
Environmental Restoration account should be utilized on a “"worst acknowledged., but Rantoul c t t a d t 80 biagsed :ir
233; ft"" b:?lst;nd th‘;h:h‘ta':z’C1°'“;' :ct should provide favor of the Federal Government that it indeed creates a gros:

unds for restoration. 8 1includes reducing, removing, and i ti OmMm|
racycling hazardous waste and removing unsafe buildings and debris miscarriage of justice upan the c unity of Rantoul.

at sites included in the Bass Closure and Realignment Act.

What reslly bothers me 1is the statement in the Base
Realignments and Closure Report by the Defence Secretary's
Commission that “The cost of hazardous waste cleanup was not
included, since such cleanup is currently required by law
regardless of the base closure situstion”™. Now, what agency pays
for the environmental. cleanup? And with what, particularly if
Congress does not appropriate the funds?

We request that this issue be addressed fully in this EIS
report. So far. the issus of funding has been brushed under the
rug. This is not acceptable and too important to be brushed aside.

Again., I remind everyone, that Chanuts AFB has been a welcome
neighbor and the largest employer in Rantoul for almost 75 years.
Qur community and Chanute are contiguous with only a fance
sesparating the communities.

We are not a suburb of any metropolitan area. There are 15
miles of farmland between us and Chaspaign-Urbana. We are, in -
effect, a geographical island situated in the heart of Central
Illinois farmland.

The executive summary of this draft indicates that the short
term impact of closure will even be beneficial.

Can you imagine 2,400 acres of empty buildings and grounds

running wild? . . . . . and this in your community'’s front yard?
imagine White Hall . . . . . 10 acres of World War II vintage
office spsce . . . . . laden with ssbestos . . . . . can't be
remcdeled . . . . . can't be heated . . . . . can it be said

that this doesn't have an adverse environmental impact.

We appreciated the fact that the Air Force sponsored a trip
to five other formerly closed Air Force bases last July. We saw
varying degrees of rebuilding and recovery at these bases.

By the way . . . . . @811 had active runways, the shortest
being 11,000 ft. compared to closed 6,000 ft. runways at Chanute.

Even 30, recovery, for the most part, came slowly. We saw
buildings that could not be converted, torn down or disposed of,
because of the horrendous cost of asbestos removal and disposal.
A beautiful, large Greyhound manufacturing plant at Walker AFB
PR .  which came eight years after closure in 1967, stood
adjacent to a large monster of a half-torn down building. It wes
pointed out that Greyhound wanted to dispose of or rebuild the
building, but couldn't because of the high cost of asbestos
removal. There are no ptans to do anything now but to let it stand
and blight the landscape.

wWe saw similar buildings at Bangor, Maine, closed in 1968.

Again, similar properties at Chanute maske up our front yard.
Again, [ ask . . . . . how can it be concluded that asbestos left ‘
behind will have no environmental impact?

If Rantoul wanted to walk away from a building it no longer
needed, wa could be expected to be responsible and sell it or teasr
1t down and dispose of it properly.

Other community representatives this evening will touch on
specific concerns of this document, but I will note just a faw
herae:

Page 3-7 Chapman Courts

The draft sites a condition of which our community is well
aware. There are 70 sub-standard units that are no longer
maintained. Thesn are <aparate from tha basna and tocated in the
ey Reart St tho community. We want the remainder torn down prior
e Bl e it thee Lgtalibrts b peeey ot e




13.

14.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.
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We should have had at least sixty days to study, and review the draft
and to prepare for tonight’s meeting.

Comment noted. The Air Force has been following applicable
President’s Councile on Environmental Quality regulations during the
process.

Now, what agency pays for the environmental cleanup? And with what,
particularly if Congress does not appropriate the funds? We request
that this issue be addressed fully in this EIS report.

The Air Force is responsible for the clean-up.

Can you imagine 2,400 acres of empty buildings and grounds running
wild?........ and this in your community;s front yard? Imagine White
Hall ...... 10 acres of World War II vintage office space ........
laden with asbestos .............. can’t be remodeled ............
can’t be heated ............ can it be said that this doesn’t have an
adverse environmental impact.

The Air Force intends to dispose of the property at fair market
value. To protect this investment a caretaker contract will be
issued to maintain the base buildings and grounds. No property that
constitutes an immediate health hazard will be transferred prior to
the Air force completing required cleanups.

Again, I ask.......... how can it be concluded that asbestos left
behind will be no environmental impact?

Asbestos building materials properly maintained do not consistute an
environmental hazard.

There are 70 sub-standard units that are no longer maintained. e
want the remainder torn down prior to base closure. And we want the
buildings disposed of in some manner other than in the Rantoul
Tandfi11.

A minimal maintenance program has been instituted in the Chapman
Courts area. After closure the caretaker contract will include
maintenance of remaining houses in Chapman Courts. Same response as
13.

Since Chanute abandoned all its landfills some years ago all garbage
and debris is taken to the Rantoul landfill. Our landfill has a life
expectancy of some 6-7 years, not 12 years as referred to on page
3-18.

The change has been made in the draft EIS text page 3-18.

One other item, pages 4-9 and 4-10 refer to the second EIS which is
to address socio-economic issues. Indications are that heavy
emphasis will be given to expected reuse of the base.

A second EIS will be prepared to address the impacts of base reuse to
include socio-economic issues affected by re-use.

I point out that we have learned in this process that the office of
Economic Adjustment (OEA) is grossly underfunded.

Comment noted.
I refer again to the confusion in Congress regarding Environmental
Impact and Reuse funding. The money to get the job done is simply
not available.

Comment noted.
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laitoduction

My name 13 Michael R. Littie. | am employed by S and A Inc. and my uie 13
Environmentst Division Manager. 1 am a Regsicred Professional Engineer and 3 Regisicred Land
Survevor. licensed in the State of Hiinoss. 1am here 10 present testmony on behatf of the Village
of Ranioul. both a3 the Village s engineer and as a hiclong resdent of the Village. My comments
and quesiions are referenced 10 specific secuons of the Eavironmentai Umpaci Satement.

Public llcanng
Deaft Lr ) lmpacy
Chanuk Closure
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Ggen W

351 p.3-13 and 45.1 p.4-3 - The prerruse of the EIS appears to be that. wih the closure o:
*Chanute. there will Be no further effects upon ihe groundwates resourtcs of the wes =
reality, the closure of Chamuie will ieave mine water weils LIPPEd N0 IME walet Supply Of Over
100.000 peopic. with a0 enuty 1a responsible charge. These wells. and the poteniai 32
{rom the wasie sites on the base. pose a real threat (0 s waier

supply. Upon closure, who will be responsible for the safery of these mne wetl uiies?

Uazardous 3Vaste Stoface.

363& 363 pl-1Band 462 p.4-4 .- Reference 13 made 10 3 hazardous wasie sOrage siic
winch 1s Iy used 10 store wasles on Cither 3 Iemporary of pamanent iy

1. Whete 15 thus sue located and what 13 its exact purpose?
2. What s the s1atus of the EPA permst thae has been apphsed for?
3. What s the status of the closure, post-closure plas, and whas are the detls of that plan?

Palychioninated Dighenyis (PCHY

366 p3-19and464p4.7-PCB and are o be

in a survey 10 be conducted 1a October, 1989. The Village of Ransoul hereby formally requests ~

acopy of that survey.

1. s the survey compieted? If not. what is the specific date that this survey wili Bz

compieted?

. How will the and £ b
will be (oliowed?

3. Are funds avaslable to eliminase tms hazard?

4. Are there any other areas which may have been by PCB

0

of. and what scheduic

such a3 hydrauix on?

Public Heanng
Draft En d Impact
Chanute Closure

November 16. 1989

Asbesing

3.6.7 p.3-19 and 4.6.3 p 4.7- Reference 15 made 10 3 survey 10 be made 1n 1990 1o catalog all
21be30s contuning matenals on the base. The Village of Ranwoul herety (ommally requests 3
copy of that survey

1 What s the specific schedule for the complenon of that survey?
1. What s the specific ume frame for remediauon of the hazardous 3:0estos ths- 1s found in

he survey?
3 Are funds availabic 10 complete tus work?
4. What 1y the p 4 } nsk of taden buiidings that are left to

dewenorate and decay? Thig issuc should be addressed now Jad gt consideccd
part of the reuse FIS. snce many of 1he older buidings have 0o macket

L M .

s orn

368 p3-i9 and 466 p.3.7- Reference 13 made 1o 3 managemem plan for the 77 known
undcrground storage Lank(USTy)

1. Whai 15 the umetadie for compietion of Wis plan?
2 1» funling avaslable 10 131, upgrade and/or replace Whess tanks?
3 I8 funding avaiabie 10 remediate any comamanaton that 1s found duc 1o leaking anks ?
4 The staicment 15 made that “Abandoned USTs, thoss no longer 1a service. are gepenily
Iy for " with the IRP or other OKM Aw Force programs
\What1s meam by “generally™ ? What us the umetabie for these oder programs?

s

Sodemann ang Associales. inc. —t
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Qiitvaier Stoaraters

169 9.3.20 and 4.6.7 p.4-7 - Several of the oil/waier seRATAION NOW in operation on the base are
receivang surface water runofl from aseas conaminated with fuels. Ons 13 1a the 900 Area, at
e bulk fuel Tamng sue and one 15 X the (ire school.

1 if1hesc unies are (0 taken from service, what is the schedule for decontaminating the sies
hey wrve?
2. If they are 10 remaun in service, who wall operate them?

Badon

3.69 p.5-20 and 4.6.7 p.4.7 - Reference 13 made 10 & year-long radon survey. The Viilage

hereby requesis 3 copy of ths survey repont. .
. \What s the hmeubie {or compieaon of tis susvey?
Is fundang available to conduct this survey?

1
3. Is funding available 1o any probi ed?

Public Heanng
Drait € Impact S cont,
Chanuie Closure

November 16, 1989

Instaliatian B ion ¢ IRE

3.7 p.3-20 and 4 7 p 4.7- The foll s and apply 10 all 7 sites and ali

abanaoncd underground storage tanks identificd in paragraph J.7.2 Sig Descnouons.

I \Vhanuhenmhnlouunpkmmmo(mI'RPPmmuO\aunAF!
2. b funding 10 COMpicie tig progr
3. Wuthin ihis overali program. how will p be J 1] which dbases
recesve funding furse?
Wil 2 closed Faculity such as Chanuis receive the same cOnsideragon as an operaong base?

p. 3-29 Underaroung Siarace Tanks and Abandoned Fyel Liogs - Reference 15 made 1o five
abandoned tanks 1h31 won t be removed due io congested pipang. Thes 15008 an ccepable
solution. Wihout proper abandonment. these tanks ars. or will eventually become. a hazacd
and 3 habsluy  If any ieakage or sprlis have occurred at thesk tanks, the only means of

g aty sou aound the Link 13 DY removing K.

' o ¢ .
Sodemann snd Associstes, inc. | s
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IRP - The Village of Ranioul heredy requests copees of all moasonag repons from samphing o

he cxnung mononng weils, copees of all (uture reporns {rom oa-gowng prases of the work o- o
watcn replics 10 the pr 3 g the comph dases fur ihese programs

Envir - The of effecis upon aur. grouadwaser 3ad surface waicr scems .o
sxsume that will the on-base [ afier ciosure. What will be ihe impasis
ro one the buldings and 7 Buiiding d wiall causk she potent::

release ol 3ybestos o the air. Lack of of the sewer sy wal} sesule 3n £33 -
dezenoranon of buildiags and flooding of sutets. No maussweaance of grounds wiil resui in
potenual for ihe unchecked growth of noxious weeds and plamts, which Cas Pesull 18 iegM 35357
under Stase laws. in add the . due K ihe iack of muswenance persoare.

will delinncly neganvely impact the vmnl and m-: values of the properry.

Building Maintenance - How will the of ble buildings aad housing ur::
1MPICL the and he y w gencral? Cerialy these natuai and phvsicas ¢
wiil have dramate sociovconomic effects on the community A large.

\Water Ssstem - The on-base potable waler sysiemn 15 cross-cosnested 10 the Village of Ranioe
sysiem. The on-base sysiem must be properiy mastiined and operased 00 3 CONRANOUY BID5, o
15 to be 3 viable sysiem 1n the reuse scheme. However. il provisions asent made t0 pr
operate 3nd maintan the on-base system. it must be physically separiteq {rom wne V'
svsiem. 10 comply with the cross-connecuon provisions of the Village s ordinances.

Central Heating Pant - \lost of the oa-base buildings. except for the Bousing umns. Ire rezi:
by sieam supphicd by the contl heaung plani. Now that plans have beea droppeu 10 regiae -
[N TTON T T ctinuely, o reuse 15 3 viadie comwis

W nhont beat. these Mnkdingy would upullv dewnorate wn this climaie. Due 10 1he g5e 370 T
<oauon of ths £3cy can u be expecied o safely meet ihese needs? s thas {3ciaty cumenis
counphiance wath beaith. safety and emission sandards and €an u meet fuume standasus?

Reuse €15 - What weight does ihe “Reuse EIS” carry with u? {5 the Depanmens ¢i Ders-
iaple f0r environmental iImpacts that Mav be discovered 33 that sudy 11 conguciea’ 1s1o-c.
avanable 10 metsate prodlems 3t Ihat srage of the closure process?

i
Sodamann and As-ociates Inc ,ﬁ ’

Publw {icanng
Dratt Luvirsunental inpact Stascenent
Chauc Closuee

November 16, 1989
Summacy Snd Cepclusion

The conctusion of the Closure CIS 15 that the Shoft term wmpacts 10 the efviroamen will be
bencicial. 1n (3t the closure of Chaaute will result in the abandonment of 7 hazardous wasic
sues, other hazands and of empuy gs. How cas tan be
consirucd 3 denenicial? The Closure EIS mual coassder the real. loag-term, enviconmenial
hazasds. which will be keft behind in the form of. 1) uselers bukdings »uth probibaive CONts 10
Jomolish due 10 A3DCSIoS COMIMINILOA Ind 2) waste dumps, whoss COMENIS haven t cven becn

d. which aren't ap because they aren t leakung 151 As the Mavor has
previousiy suated. Whue Hall is a pestect Docs the Dy of Defense really think
that someone else wiil 1ake resp oe thus y?

1f thiy Closure EIS 15 1o be anyiung more than 3 whilewash 10 meet the lctier of the law, then it
Mg 35Kk Ind answer, the Difd QUEstions. Aot Just the casy ones.

2

Sortemann nd AwRACEAN Inc ,“
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Exhibit 4 cont.

The assessment of effects upon air, groundwater and surface water
seems to assume that someone will maintain the on-base facilities
after closure. What will be the impacts if no one maintains the
buildings and infrastructure? Building deterioration will cause the
potential release of asbestos to the air.

The Air Force intends to dispose of Chanute property at a fair market
value. The base will be maintained by a caretaker contract after
closure to prevent undue deterioration of these assets.

Lack of maintenance of the sewer systems will result in rapid
deterioration of buildings and flood of streets.

Same response as 22.

No maintenance of grounds will result in the potential for the
unchecked growth of noxious weeks and plants, which can result in
legal action under State laws. In addition the resulting overgrowth,
due to the lack uf maintenance personnel, will definitely negatively
impact the visual and aesthetic values of the property.

Same response as 22.

How will the deterioration of unusable buildings and housing units
impact the environment and the community in general? Certainly these
natural and physical effects will have dramatic socioeconomic effects
of the community at large.

Same response as 22.

The on-base potable water system is cross-connected to the Village of
Rantoul system. The on-base system must be properly maintained and
operated on a continuous bases, it is is to be a viable system in the
reuse scheme. However, if provisions aren’t made to properly operate
and maintain the on-base system, it must be physically separated from
the Village’s ordinances.

The water system will be maintained by the caretaker contractor and
kept in operating order. Some wells may be taken out of operation,
but this will be done in a way that protects the water supply and
will meet all applicable federal and state regulations.
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Exhibit 4 cont.

Most of the on-base buildings, except for the housing units, are
heated by steam supplied by the central heating plant. How that
plans have been dropped to replace this facility, it must remain in
continuous operation indefinitely, if reuse is a viable
consideration. Without heating, these buildings would rapidly
deteriorate in this climate. Due to the age and poor condition of
this facility can it be expected to safely meet these needs? Is this
facility currently in compliance with health, safety and emission
standards and can it meet future standards?

See response 22.

What weight does the "Reuse EIS® carry with it? 1Is the Department of
defense liable for environmental impacts that may be discovered as
that study is conducted? Is funding available to mediate problems at
that stage of the closure process?

The reuse EIS will address socio-economic impacts in conjunction with
impacts of eventual reuse. Funding will be obtained to cleanup any
faciiity that is a hazard to public health prior to transfer of that
facility at any time in the process.

In fact, the closure of Chanute will result in the abandonment of 7
hazardous waste sites, numerous other environmental hazards and
hundreds of empty buildings. How can this be construed as
beneficial? The Closure EIS must consider the real, long-term,
environmental hazards, which will be left behind in the form of: 1)
useless buildings and prohibitive costs to demolish due to asbestos
contamination and 2) waste dumps, whose contents haven’t even been
catalogued, which aren’t considered a problem because they aren’t
leaking yet.

The IRP is independent of the closure of Chanute Air Force Base and
will continue after the base closes. The caretaker contract will
maintain facilities until reuse. This maintenance will prevent undue
deterioration of buildings and possible release of asbestos or other
hazardous materials. If the ultimate decision is to demolish
facilities, such as Chapman Courts, hazardous materials will be
removed in accordance with federal and state regulations prior to
demolition.

wWhite Hall is a perfect example. Does the Department of Defense
really think that someone else will take responsibility for this
monstrosity?

Same response as 1.
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Exhibit 4 cont.

The premise of the EIS appears to be that, with the closure of
Chanute, there will be no further effects upon the groundwater
resources of the area. In reality, the closure of Chanute will leave
nine water wells tapped into the water supply of over 100,000 people,
with no entity in responsible charge. These wells, and the potential
for contamination from the hazardous waste sites on the base, pose a
real threat to this water supply. Upon closure, who will be
responsible for the safety of these nine well sites?

Same response as 26.

Reference is made to a hazardous waste storage site, which is
apparently used to store hazardous wastes on either a temporary or
permanent basis. 1) Where is this site located and what is its exact
purpose? 2) What is the status of the EPA permit that has been
applied for? 3) What is the status of the closure, post-closure
plan, and what are the details of that plan?

The Hazardous Waste Storage facility (HWSF) is located in the test
cells in the southeast portion of the base. (see figure 3.6) These
concrete structures stove the hazardous waste until such a time that
it is documented then transported to a hazardous waste disposal
facility. Currently the Facility operates under State of Illinois
Part B permit (IL1570024157). This permit is in the process of
renewal.

The closure plan identifies all steps that will be necessary to
partially close the HWSF at any point during its intended operating
11fe, and to completely close the HWSF at the end of it’'s operating
1ife. The closure plan is designed to ensure that the Facility will
not require further maintenance and controls after closure. The plan
is intended to minimize and eliminate threats to human health and the
environment upon completion of closure.

A post-closure plan wil) not be needed because this permit only
addresses a storage facility. A1l wastes will be removed and the
storage areas will be decontaminated at closure.

PCB contaminated transformers and capacitors are to be identified in
a survey to be conducted in October, 1989. The Village of Rantoul
hereby formally requests a copy of that survey. 1) Is the survey
complieted? If not, what is the specific date that this survey will
be completed? 2) How will the contaminated capacitors and
transformers be disposed of, and what schedule will be followed? 3)
Are funds available to eliminate this hazard? 4) Are there any other
areas which may have been contaminated by PCB containing fluids such
as hydraulic o0il?

A copy of the survey will be provided. The PCB survey has been
completed and Chanute AFB has 52 devices that are PCB or PCB -
contaminated. These devices will be removed or otherwise made
non-PCB in accordance with applicable regulations. This cleanup will
be funded by the Air Force.
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Exhibit 4 cont.

Reference is made to a survey to be made in 1990 to catalog all
asbestos containing materials on the base. The Village of Rantoul
hereby formally requests a copy of that survey. 1) What is the
specific schedule for the completion of that survey? 2) What is the
specific time frame for remediation of the hazardous asbestos that is
found in the survey? 3) Are funds available to complete this work?
4) vhat is the potential environmental risk of asbestos laden
buildings that are left to deteriorate and decay? This issue should
be addressed now and not considered part of the reuse EIS, since many
of the older buildings have no market value and will be left unused
forever!

The asbestos survey is funded and will begin in January 1990.

Results should be obtained by August 1990 and will be available to
all interested parties. The caretaker contract will maintain
facilities to prevent deterioration and possible release of hazardous
materials. All hazardous materials that pose a health threat will be
removed prior to transfer.

Reference is made to a management plan for the 77 known underground
storage tanks (USTs). 1) What is the timetable for completion of
this plan? 2) Is funding available to test, upgrade and/or replace
these tanks? 3) Is funding available to remediate any contamination
that is found due to leaking tanks? 4) The statement is made that
*Abandoned USTs, those noc longer in service, are generally programmed
for removal in conjunction with the IRP or other 0&M Air Force
programs”®. What is meant by "generally"? What is the timetable for
these other programs?

The Underground Storage Tank Management Plan will be completed by
April 1990. The plan includes an inventory of tanks on base, their
construction and capacity. The plan will include recommendations on
whether the USTs are required for current operations. The
underground storage tank testing is funded. A1l active tanks will be
leak tested to make sure they are not leaking contaminants into the
surrounding soil. There are currently 29 abandoned USTs that are to
be removed.

Several of the oil/water separators now in operation on the base are
receiving surface water run-off from areas contaminated with fuels.
One is in the 900 Area, at the bulk fuel training site and one is at
the fire school. 1) If these units are to taken from service, what
is the schedule for decontaminating the sites they serve? 2) If they
are to remain in service, who will operate them?

Any oil/water separator that needs to be maintained after the base
closes will be under the caretaker maintenance program. The
decontamination of the oil/water separators will be done according to
state and federal EPA requirements.
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Exhibit 4 cont.

Reference is made to a year-long radon survey. The Village hereby
requests a copy of this survey report. 1) What is the timetable for
completion of this survey? 2) Is funding available to conduct this
survey? 3) Is funding availahle to remediate any problems revezied?

The Radon survey is funded. The Radon survey will begin this winter.
The data collection will require 12 months and the an:'ysis will take
three to four months. Tha results should be available in March or
April 1991. Remediaticn requirements will need to be addressed at
that time.

The following comments and questions apply to all 7 sites and all
abandoned underground storage tanks identified in paragraph 3.7.2
Site Descriptions. 1) What is the time line for completion and
mediation og'the IRP Program at Chanute A.F.B. 2) Is funding
available to complete this program? 3) Within this overall program,
how will priorities be established to determine which bases receive
funding Pirst? 4) Will a closed facility suck as Chanute receive the
same consideration as an operating base?

The IRP will continue to be an active program at Chanute AFB until
all of the sites have been thoroughly investigated. Investigction
results will be studied to determine locations where remedial actions
(cleanups) are needed. Feasibility studies will be done to determine
the most appropriate remedial action and then the remedial action
will be carried out. When remedial actions are complete, the Air
Force will monitor the sites as necessary to assure the ei.2ctiveness
of the remedial action. In some cases, long-term monitoring from 5
to as many as 30 year may be needed. All of the work accomplished by
the IRP is coordinated with both I11inois State EPA and U< EPA,
Region V. Chanute AFB will receive the same consideration for
funding as an active installation based on a worst first analysis.

Reference is made to five abandoned tanks that won’t be removed due
to congested piping. This is not an acceptable solution. Without
proper abandonment, these tanks are, or will eventually become, a
hazard and a liability. If any leakage or spills have occurred at
these tanks are, or will eventually become, a hazard and a 1iability.
If any leakage or spills have occurred at these tanks, the only means
of removing any soil contamination around the tank is by removing it.

Currently a funded project is underway to modify existing tanks so
the products in two of the tanks can be removed. This will allow the
removal of all five tanks at once. The remcval should occur in 1990.

The Village of Rantoul hereby requests copies of all monitoring
reports from sampling of the existing monitoring wells, copies of all
future reports from on-going phases of the work and written replies
to the previous questions concerning the completion dates for these
programs.

Any studies, surveys, or reports that were requested at the public
hearing will be made available specifically to the person or agency
that made the reque«t. Air Force environmental programs are open to
public review.
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CHABLES N SUTTON, Suprorasondtvwn

Nev. /7
S 1989

ENVIROMMENTAL IMPACT NEARINCG

Recent fedural decisions about Chanute ALr Force Base have creaced mnjor concerns

about the impact of the base closing oa several of the school discricts in this
geoxraphic area. Thene (ederal decisions have also created an extremely short
time frame to analyze che {inancial and educational impact on these students,
teacherx, schaols, and Jdisericts. The inicial research clearly indicaces thac
numerous ceaching positions will be elimtnaced in & nuaber of dlscrices and the
{inancial base which supports our school districts will be drasctically reduced.
In ¢the two Jatgest Jilstriccy, appronimately 110 teaching, guidance, library, and
adminiserotive personnel will be releasad {(rom their contracts In the next | - )
years. Since these discricts have also sxperienced the normal declining
enrollaent pattern that most of our [llinois schools have been experiencing during
the last decade., the [aculties 1n these districts are experienced and senior
mcmbers of our profession. Unfortunactely this will result {n many teachers being

released vith sors than 15 years of tesching experience in their home discticts

®ay be 1n this category. The probability of these teachers finding new teaching

positions in our Illinots schools will be difficule.

The school district {inancial base will be negatively impacted and threatened in

this immediate area. The circumstances of Chanute closing will alao reducs the

I and in Lllinois. I(n (acc, neacly 30 ceachers of this cotal 150 teachar size group

Exhibit 5

sarket value of all residential real escace im this imeedisce region comprised of
fRantoul and the surrounding communities. The school district assassed value tax
base vill seriously decline. The state sid formula, after cthe 3 yosr averaging
factor has been cansumed. will result is extcsordinary luv levels of scate aad
for these districts. Wighin che naxt 6 - 8 years, significant increases in local
property taxes will be nesded f{or these schools. If Chanuts closes additional
state assistance and f(ederal sssiscance will be required. [t seems clear that
scate and federal legisiation may be required to assist these schools in this

procass.

The Federal Covernment. the U. $S. Congress and the United Staces Air Force have
long been commictesd to providing quality educational progtams. This commitment
also exists at the local school district level in chis geographic srea.

Our local comsunifies have demonstrated their commitsent By providing the necessacy
tax fevenue to support our local school disericts. The nagative and drascic

impact of Chanute closing on :hg studencs and staff semsers 1a our local

cald S ha
& bd & Lo-happen.

icies

1 have attached & copy of the student emroilsent impact of Chanute clostng on ten
of our local school districes. A summary of that data indicates a potential loss

of 2400 of the 6100 students. or 402. enroiled in those ten school districes.

1 raspectiully request your consideracion in regard to this crisis. We are proud
of our schools and do not want ¢o sse them descroyed dy & Congressisaal decisian

based on i1naccurate informagion.
Submictad by:

Charlas N. Sutton
Regional Superincendent

FLENENTARY /SECORDARY FNROLLMENT IMPACT DIRECTIY AFIATED
10 THE CLOSURE OF
CHANUTE AJR FORCE BASE, 11.LINOIS
Student Students Student =

School Dtserice Entollment with Mtllcary with Civilian Total 1 Declt
- Farents Parents Losses

Rancoul City Sch. %83 1335 %3 160} 653
fancoul High Sch. 990 9 176 (Y31 432
St. Malachy's Sch. 180 42 18 60 32
3uckley-Loda Sch. 240 14 0 (1] 182
Thezasbore Sch. Dist. 281 W 20 e 162
Ludlov Sch. Oisc. 126 135 s n 152
Fisher Sch. Dist. 526 21 11 . 32 [ 14
*Totsls ‘838 1220 509 2229 [ }9

(Sce additions below)

Data vas not available (rom schools in Arsstreng. Potosac, Paxton snd Pragriaviev vhen
this report was created on January 6. 1989. These communities are & fav wiles {rom
Rantoul and Chanute and will receive & ssaller negative lwpact.

This teduction of 46T in thesa schools will result tn & tescher/counseler/adainistrato
suport personnel reduction of 130 cevcifled p onnel, including our (45 ceaching

positions. The senter ecscus of thess facultias 18 the tve Remteul districts will el
that teschsrs with 16~21 years of experience vill ba reicssad viLhin the nexg thres y

=vest tize table available as of this date, Jan. 6, 198¢

«s paxton Unit Disc. 1081 n 104 175 lts

** Giffurd Grade Sch 1ht 8 1% 7 u:

o Penlivly Grade LY i) hid -3 T

se Revined Totals albl 1804 (13 N b
(71785

“shie yeatistical report vas veleased by Nr. Charles Sutten, Regional Supetintendent o
schools for Ford and Champaign Counties in lllineis on Friday, Jamvary o, 1909.
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Chompaign County
DAVID 0. GLISSON, Superinusndent
408 Esst Wabssh Avenue

#antoul, 3llinois G1866

November 16, 1989

§

Ms. Catherine Hitchins

HQ ATC/DEEV

Buliging 661. Room {17
Rancolipn AFB, Texas 78150-S001

Dear Ms. Hitchins,

1 woula ticst like to express my appreciation for the opportunity
to give input to the Alr Training Commang pectaining to the
environmental impact statement. | am Joleen Flack, Vice Presiaent ot
the Boara of Ecucation of Rantoul City Schoois. -District No. 137. On
pehalf of cur Boara. statf ana stuaents, [ vould like to suggest that
it 18 very difficult to separate the enviconmental impact trom
sociceconomic 4S8 far a3 our Schools are concernea. [n terms of
overal! impact. our eilementacy school system will be Gevastated in
compacison to what it is toocay. Ve prosect that 4 saditionai scnoois
will pe closea out of the remaining §., It is cOvious this will have
eNOrmous SOC108CONROMIC 1MPACt a3 vell as environmental with 4 - §
empty Duilaings.

Since this (s an Eavironmental [mpact Hearing. | would like to
limit my comments to 2 areas that either have aiceady been mentionea
or will pe mentionea Dy other Indiviouais. Our school alstrict will
be faceg with & gecision of wnether or not to keep utilities turnea on
ano provide constant maintenance ot water and sSever SyStems in sach
puilQing of tucrn them aff. Ve question wvhether the agistrict wil) e
abie to afford the utilily costs., gue o & projected financial loss ot
70%. The impact of gecreasing the operation of 4 schools on our
current sevage and vater treatment piant that the Viilage of Rantoul
ana Chanute have ,01ntly cevelopea, along with the Aic Force not
participating at the same level, is of grave concecrn. wWe ace
concerned Decause wve 40 not teel this type of information wvas
cans|gerea in the orliginal stuay. [f ciosuce must becoms a ceailty,
we feel very strongly the Air Force has an oblligation to continue to
participate in the waste water treatment plant and some type of
asgistance to the local sSchcol systems to help maintain the
maintenance and operation of empty buildings. The current projected
assistance from Section 3e uncer the Impact Ald Law will! last only
three years once the district experliences & aescrease of 10% or more In
any one year. That year will constitute the bDase tunaing year. Othec
communities that have experienced reuse and ceveloplment., suggest that
It takes a4 minimum of 10 years and sometimes 20 yeacs betore full
cedevelopment can occur. [ this is the case and the district s
unable to afforad the cperation ana maintenance of utilities, vater,
sewvage Systems. etc.. it coula mean total renovation or reconstruction
for a scnool buillaing to properiy meet existing [llinois codes. Ve
teel there 13 a moral obligation on the pact of the Depactment ot

Defense tc assist our schools over a long period of time Wwith this
probiem crather than suggest diminished 3¢ funding uncec Impact Ala.

The other area of concecn is agsociated w(th the prodiem of
aspestos contained in dbase faclilities. It 1s my understanaing the Air
Force does meet curcent reguiations and does provide a suitadbie
environment for i1ts people Concerning the aSOestos i1ssue. However., ve
are very concernea that It current facllities do not meet necessary
facility requicements for ifcoming inoustry. then renovation vil) neeo
ta occur. Once the current asbestos 18 disturbed Oy cenovation, it
will be necessicy [(OC expensSive aDatement requirements. Obviousiy 1t
renovation 19 necessary, cutrent tacilitlies couid De & big ceterrent
RO iNQUSLCY unless reauctions are expeciencesd in purchase costs.
AQain, the fact that these Cost estimates were not taken into account
in consicering (aic macket value, has skeved in our oginion the
ori1ginal cost estimates 4nd closure decision. VWe assume that some
cucrent tacilities will meet |nauatcy cemandas and as long as current
asDewtos I8 Maintained, then sbatement would not be necessary. Ve
stili fee! that & very cetailed cost snalysis shoulda dDe mace
concerning enviconmental Impact as vell as sociceconomic. It ia very
aitficult to understanad why these studies were not done priocr to the
tase ciosure gecision.

In connection with the asbestos lswue. some 'of our schoois
contaln aspestos tile. In the event that the aistrict cannot atfocrd
to xeep utilities and vater -- sewaQge sSystems (n pCoper Mmaintensnce
over a pecioq of time, there |s & very ceal pOSSiDIlity that the tile
will come loose cue Lo extreme wedther conalitions with utilities
turned off. If this were tQ nappen. and the duildings wvoulid be neecec
tor reuse 1f and when the Dase |S cedevelioped, there would be
extensive CENOVAtiON ANG/Or reconstruction costs -= due to asbestos
apatement. The impact on the enviconment with the tacillities in this
condition wouid 4iSC De very unaesicable. ACain., wve Delleve there s
a moral coligation tor the Department ot Detense to assist the schools
In MmaintainiIng these Dulldings until redevelopment occurs. |
sppreciate the opportunity to give Input to the panei and [ have
copies of these comments, alang vith other information that we wouia
like to leave tor your official recoras.

Thank you tor your interest anag consideration.

Sincerely.

%’--u '/7/“‘ P Lo B I
[}
JP:na JoLeen Flack. Vice Presicent
Enc) . Boara of Laucstion
Rantou! Clty Schools. 8137
Rantoul . IL

Exhibit 6
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Exhibit 5

Recent federal decisions about Chanute Air Force Base have created
major concerns about the impact of the base closing on several of the
school districts in this geographic area. These federal decisions
have also created an extremely short time frame to analyze the
financial and educational impact on these students, teachers, schools
and districts. The initial research clearly indicates that numerous
teaching positions will be eliminated in a number of districts and
the financial base which supports our school districts will be
drastically reduced.

Same response as 1.

Exhibit 6

We project that 4 additional schools will be closed out of the
remaining 6. It is obvious this will have enormous socioeconomic
impact as well as environmental with 4 - 5 empty buildings.

Same response as 1.

Our school district will be faced with a decision of whether or not
to keep utilities turned on and provide constant maintenance of water
and sewer systems in each building or turn them off.

Same response as 1.

We question whether the district will be able to afford the utility
costs, due to a projected financial loss of 70%.

Same response as 1.

The other area of concern is associated with the problem of asbestos
contained in base facilities.

Air Force policy is that there will not be a transfer of any property
with asbestos that constitutes immediate health hazard.

We still feel that a very detailed cost analysis should be made
concerning environmental impact as well as socioeconomic.

Same as response 1.

In connection with the ashestos issue, some of our schools contain
asbestos tile. In the event that the district cannot afford to keep
utilities and water -- sewage system in proper maintenance over a
period of time, there is a very real possibility that the tile will
come loose due to extreme weather conditions with utilities turned
off.

Same response as 1.




|
|

Good Evening. My name is Ken Hesth. 1 am the Director of Student
Services at Kantoul Towmship High School. My comments are presenced
on behaif ot our 375 students, our staff, our Board of Educacion and
our community. Please let me read the following definition.
Environmene (n) 1: the circwumscances, objects., or conditions by which
one Ls surrounded; 2: the aggregscte of social and cultural con-
ditions that influence the life of an fndividual or community.
The Department of Defense through ths Air Force has de.cldcd that this
public gathering should be called an "Eavirommencal [mpact Meeting”.
1 can underscand the terminology "nmnro—;aul tepact” both in the ad-
strace and in the solid clarity of real world applicactions as evidenced
by the definition caken from Mr. Webscer's dictionsry. However, [
cannot understand “doublespeak” and “"militaryese” vhich lisita a study
of environmental impact to things or conditions and excludes the people

factor.

The discussion of hazardous waste, asbestos and other potentially danger-
ous conditions presemt on the base 18 LiBPOrtant sad probably should
have been adéressed at s such sarlier dste. But the discussion of en-

virommental impsct must be expanded to inclsde the devascacing effect of

Exhibit 7

2 base closure on the people of this community in general and wore

specifically = the students and teachers in our school systea.

There are thirteea school discricts in the area that will he affected
by the closurs of Chanute. Ve anticipate 2 loss of:

2431 studencs (I91)

145 ceaching positions

40 educationsl support persowmel

$1.7 sillion federsl imcome

$3.6 milliow utate income
Taken separately sny one of thess losses could be cermed traumatic, if
not cacastrophic. Each one of these losses craates a "tipple effect”
far beyond the tsmediate harm. Of the 143 teachers who vill lose their
jobs 73 will be virtually un-employable in their chosea professioa be-
cause of their length of service. These teschars vill have to either
move out of state or re-crain for another profession. In either inscanc

the Rantoul area is a loser.

Jne can only conclude that the envirommental impact goes far deyond PCB

1sbestos and unused gas tanks. In my opinion the Department of Defense

and the Alr Force would be negligent te limit the comsidsration
environmental impact to things and exclude peopic. [ realtze ¢
there will dbe 2 (uture hesring to focus om these "socie—ecemen:
factors. Please tell us why the pespie in this commuaity and ¢

stwdents are the lasi slessmt to he conaidered vhea it is tee

sa l@aver amee vant dpatadam
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50.

Exhibit 7

The discussion of hazardous waste, asbestos and other potentially
dangerous conditions present on the base is important and probably
should have been addressed at a much earlier date.

Comment noted
But the discussion of environmental impact must be expanded to
include the devastating effect of a tase closure on the people of

this community in general and more specifically - the students and
teachers in our school system.

Same response as 1.

Please tell us why the people in this community and our students are
the last element to be considered when it is too late to impact any
rea) decision.

Closure of Chanute AFB was not on Air Force decision. Comment noted.
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Kennein Schmiat Ex hibit 8

Noveaber 2, 1989
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Village of Rancoul B
1€ &

333 S. Taaner Sc.. .

Rantoul, Illinois 61866 \Sb47;2.4s2§

Subjecc: ODraft Environaencal lmpact ’i )Z7
Statement for the Clusure of §

Chanute Air Force Base
Dear Kacy:

We acre in receipt of the above mencioned Environmencal
Ilmpact Sctacement issued in September 1969, by the U.S.
Air Force.

In revieving this report vith a long time employee of

the Air Force, scactioned at Chanute for a3 number Of years,
ve vere unsble co idencify & laadfill thac was used ex-
tensively during 1950-1960 vithin the ceporc.

This landfill is located in the far southeast corner of
ot the Chanute area, immediately east and souch of che
Test Cells locaced in that area of the B8ase. It appuars
that thys landfill might contain msuch of everything used
in vperating aircrafc, etc., much of which may now have
decayed, etc.

Perhaps you are already avarte of this and it may not be
imporcant aC chis scage, dbuc I chought | would pass chis
information along Co you in event it should be brought
Lo someone's atcention.

Sincerely,

Arthur F. Bartell

cc: Frank Elliott

Exhibit 9

STATEMENT OF CONGRESSMAN ED MADIGAN
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT REVIEW MEETING
NOVEMBER 16, 1989

As you roview this initial eavironmental impact
statamant regarding Chanute, I believe you will find that the
estinated costs are low and that the figures used in this
report are in need of local assistance to provide mors
current information. Unfortunately, as you will note, there
are many aspscts of cleanup that remain unidentifed with
unknown costs.

The House and Senate conference agresment on this yvear's
Dafense Departmant appropriations bill clearly states that
DERA -~ the Defense Environmental Restoration Account, will
not be a source of funds for cleaning up those bases that
have been proposed for closure. Cleanup funds will be
allegedly providad under the Bass Closure Account and
available on & worst case first basis. The Base Cloaurs
Account is supposed to provide funds for anvironsental
restoration including reducing, removing ad recycling
hazardous wastes and removing unsate buildings and dabris.

As you all know, closing Chanute Air Force Base is not
going to save any money. I do not-believe the Base Closure
Account is ever going to be sslf-suataining.

Last spring vhen 1 tastified before the House Armed
Services Committee Environmental Restorstion Panel, I
detailed the many environmental problems existing at Chanuts
which would need to be cleaned up and would be very sxpensive
to clean up. General Accounting Office repressntatives took
this testimony to Alr Force officiasls who stated they had no
1dea there was this kind of cleanup to be done at Chanute.
Obviously, {t is to your benefit to very carsfully reviev .
this initial EIS and to provids further information and cite
local concerns overlooked in this particular document.

The legislative battle to kesp Chanute open has basn
extraordinarily difficult because of the narrow vay the Base
Closure lawv was writtan. The lavw, which I opposed, doss not
include & provision to correct mistakes. Clearly a sistaks
was made regarding Chanute. It doas not meet the criteris
and should not be on any closure list. I will continue my
sfforts vith the rederal and Illineis Environmental
Protaction Aqencies ta identify federsl and state cleanup
requirements and cost estimates. You may be assured that I
renain committed to the fight, both in the Congress and in
the courta,
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52.

53.

Exhibit 8

We were unable to identify a Tandfill that was used exten

during 1950-1960 within the report. This landfill is loc:1:§‘¥n the
far southeast corner of the Chanute area, immediately east and south
of the Test Cells located in that areas of the Base. It appears that
this landfill might contain much of everything used in operating
aircraft, etc., much of which may now have decayed, etc.

The Installation Restoration Program process included i

base personnel, (both past and preseng) familiar with pggzrxlzzz M
disposal practices. The process also included file searches
interviews with state and federal agencies, and field and aeéia]
surveys were conducted at suspected past hazardous waste activity
sites.. A1l landfill sites identified by this process are currently
under investigation under the Installation Restoration Program
including Landfill #4 in the area described. '

Exhibit 9

I believe you will find that the estimated costs are low and that the
figures used in this report are in need of local assistance to
provide more current information. Unfortunately, as you will note,
there are many aspects of cleanup that remain unidentified with

unknown costs.

The Air Force will cleanup buidings, grounds, and any contaminated
sites that constitute a health hazard in compliance with federal and
state regulations. Funding for this required cleanup will be
provided. It is in the best interest of the Air Force to have quick

and appropriate cleanup of any contaminated site. Local assistance
to identify contaminated areas would be appreciated.

The Base Closure Account is supposed to provide funds for
environmental restoration including reducing, removing and recycling

hazardous wastes and removing unsafe buildings and debris.

Funding for required cleanups will be provided by a variety of
accounts.




@ lilinols Environmental Protection Agency - P.0.Bez 19774, Springlieid, IL $3784-9278

217/762-3397

November 16, 1989

Mayor Katy Podagrost
333 South Tanner

Pose Office Box 38
Rantoul, linols 61866

- but Mayor Podlq:o;ix

The IBPA acaff member who s present chis evening I8 acting as an obesrver,
40 pleass consider this lescer oOur stacement (or the hearing on the first
Environmental impact Statement oa Chanuts Alr Force lug.

We appreciate the concerns and the ssrious nature of the peading actios at Chanute
Air Force Base by the Deparcmenc of Defeass.

lilinols EPA has reviswed the September, 1989, Draft Eaviroameatal Impact
Sctatement for the Closure of Chanute Air Force Base and recognizes that lictle
Information is provided on the disposicion of the property and the remaediacion
of the associated eavitonmental prodblems. Howaver, according to the Bxecutive
Summary of the September DEIS, these issuss will be addressed in depth 1o &
second draft Eavironmental Impact Statement thag is in preparation.

lilnois EPA has requested that the Ageacy bs kept abrsast of the progress of
development of the data to be used in the second document as wall as the status
of tha document prepacacion. We wiil cigosously tevisw the coatents and the
ecnclu:ll:u and will comment appropriately whea this next drafc BI3 becomes
availadle.

« = .. = Sincerely, - - e -

Aelfent b, e

Delbsrt D. Haschemeyer
Deputy Director

DDH:RD/§-030
COMMENT SHECT

Exhibit 10

CrunTe aFe Exhibit 11

DRAFT ENVIROMMENTAL 1MPACT STATEMENT

£ 1 Donald 0. Weckhorst, CMSyt, USAP, Ret.

UHGAN 1 ZA §1ON/AGENCY ;

PLEASE CHECK TYPE OF ORGANIZAT 100

14101V IGUAL ; __ XXXX

FENDFRAL AGENCY: __  STATE AGENCY: . LOCAL GROUP:

MAILING AQDRESS: 10 Lane Drive, Paxton, IL 60957

TELEPHONE ma@ER:_2'1 ~= 379-125)

CHECK WERE IF YOU WISh TO SPEAX TODAY: NO - See statement belaw

SUNJECT; e Dscision Process - to close Chanute

CIKCK 1ERE IF YOU WOULD LIKE A CQPY OF THE ENVIROMMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT; (XXXXKXXXX

YOU MAY ALSO USE IS SICCT TO SUBMIT A WRITTEN COMMENT IN THE SPACE PROVIOED
DELOM. YOU MAY TURN YUUR COMMENT 1M AT ThE CLOSE OF TWE MEETING OR SEM) 1V TO
V€ ADORLSS AT THC UOTTOM OF ThHIS SHEET. WRITVEN COMMOCNTS MAY ALSO G€
SUUMIIICO IN A LETTER OH OMVER FORMAT,

The Air force did not practice what it preachas. Each year the USAF spends mega-bucks
on Protfessional Military E£ducation (PNE) for sanior airmen through the senitor officer ranka.

1t - t Y Subjects
taught at all PME leveis 1s PROBLEM SOLVING. The steps are well defined snd every profession
= prove beyond

any doubt that Commission mesbers did not 'gather all the facts' (Step 2 of the Probles
301“ {Commisnion mra)qnccnpnd data provided by the Aiy force

without & single member visiting Chanute. As a 30-yr AF Jatiree, I find it very difficult

to th. Lty of ou t senior Air Force officers that provided ‘outdated’

or 'old data' to the Commission. ---- 1 challenge the Air Porce, spacifically ATC,to

sak nd_senioc officers to

Chanute and Lowry Air Force Sases. They should bs i1dentical. Surely the dramatic increase

of Dig same seaso

is open, has to be mecely coincadental. 1 repmat. THE AIR PORCE DORS MOT PRACTICR WMAT IT
PREACES!

MAIL TO;: MS CATHERINE HITCHINS
1) AIC/LERY
RANUOLPY AFS TX 781903001
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Comment noted.

Comment noted.

Exhibit 10

Exhibit 11




Exhibit 12

COSENT SHEET
CHANUTE AF8
ORAFT ENYIROMMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

ORGANI ZAT 10N/AGENCY 1 WDTL/JIMF
PLEASE CHECK TYPE OF ORGANIZAT ION:

FEDERAL AGENCY: STATE AGENCY: LOCAL GROUP:_~_ IM10IVIDUAL
MAILING ADORESS : s T\ {1duh
Tevemwone namer:_ 21 7- Y13 1460

CMECK HERE IF YOU WISH TO SPEAX TODAY:

SURJECT:

CIECK 1ERE IF YOU WOULD LIXE A COPY OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT;

YOU MAY ALSO USE TiiiS SIEET TO SUBMIT A wRITTEN COMMENT iN THE SPACE PROVIOED
SELOW. YOU MAY TURM YOUR COMMENT IN AT THE CLOSE OF THE MEETING OR SEND 1T TO
THE ADORESS AT THE BOTTOM OF THIS SHEET. WRITTEN COMMENTS MAY ALSO 8

SUDMITTED IN A LETTER OR OTHER FORMAT. A
JQM Ll A (e | 41u wa/{
: 1Ju’l t’* ,1 E

MAIL TO: MS CATHERINE MITCHMINS
HQ ATC/OEEY
RANDOLPH AF8 TX  78150-3001

Exhibit 13

United States Department of the Interior .-E=’=__-

. L 1
OFFICK OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT REVIEW '?
230 S. DEARBORN. SUITE 342 = &

CHICAGCO. ILLINOIS 60604

ER-89/897 Dacenbar 8, 1989

Ms. Catherine Hitchine

HQ ATC/DREV

Randolph Atr Force Base, Texae 78150-5001

Dear Ma. Hitchine:

The Departmanc of the Incerior has reviewed ths Oralt Kavirommentsl lepect
Scatement for the Closure of Chanute Air Potce Base, Champatga Councy,
11linois. Based on our technical expertiss and jurisdictioa by law, ve have
no comments oa tha draft statement.

The oppoccunity to review this document is spprecistad. )

Sincevely,

Shia wibf- :
Sheils Minor Halt
* Neglonsl tavitonmencal Offtcer
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Comment noted.

Comment noted.

Exhibit 12

Exhibit 13




CONMENT SHEET
CHANUTE AF8
DRAFT ENYIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

we: _\Johas A Reale
oRGAnZATION/AGENCY: _ 7 g e OF AAnirpuic /AWK.D;:T

PLEASE CHECK TYPE OF ORGANIZATION:
FEDERAL AGENCY: STATE AGENCY:____ LOCAL GRoums__ X 1NID1VIOUAL: X

Exhibit 14

wnivin wooness: /25 (ARl s Do, Kanizmeld Ti 6/666

TELEPHONE NUMBER: X2 F23- 4280
CHECK HERE 1F YOU WISH TO SPEAX TODAY:

SUBJECT:

CIECK MERE IF YOU WOULD LIKE A COPY OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT: Z

YOU MAY ALSO USE THIS SHEET TO SUBMIT A WRITTEN COMMENT (N THE SPACE PROVIDED
BELOW. YOU MAY TURN YOUR COMMENT IN AT THE CLOSE OF THE MEETING OR SEND IT TO
THE ADORESS AT THE DOTTOM OF THiS SHEET. WRITTEN COMMENTS MAY ALSO BE
SUDMITTED IN A LETTER OR OTMER FORMAT.

s 7 4 LS.
3 = = A ¥ g (N
InpusZidaren 4ol The SlS.  Such A<
c . - - /1 )
é‘-"" (T / /‘mg < =7 . d
P

MAIL TO: MS CATHERINE MITCMINS
O ATC/OEEY
RANOOLPH AFB TX  78150-3001

COMENT SMEET
CHANUTE AFB
ORAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

NAME ; "(~0 LT R:)n aros)
ommnzmou/m:L:T \ln{ chckm\

PLEASE CHECK TYPE OF MMIZAJIONS

FEOERAL AGEMCY: STATE AGENCY:____ LOCAL GROUP: INIDIYIOUAL ;
MAIL ING ADDRESS : 3232 S LA Nnaes
TELEPHONE NUMBER: ta»d-ou\ TL 1866

CHECK HERE tF YOU WISH TO SPEAX TODAY:

SUDJECT:

CIIECK 1ERE IF YOU WOULD LIKE A COPY OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL 1MPACT STATEMENT:

YOU MAY ALSO USE THIS SHEET TO SUBMIT A WRITTEN COMMENT IN THE SPACE PROVIDED
BELOW. YOU MAY TURN YOUR COMMENT |N AT THE CLOSE OF THE MEETING OR SEND IT TO
THE ADDRESS AT THC DOTTOM OF TMIS SHMEET. WRITTEN COMMENTS MAY ALSO B8E
SUCHITTCO 1N A LETTER OR OTHER FORMAT,

_‘_W \f\\\um cf T Ea *s-ru‘ (.o.)Oulé 15 kt

zﬂ._@ c;,elgs of Lo ‘LV\(\(
CT.S

MAIL TO: M§ CATMERINE MITCMINS
W) ATC/OEEV
RANDOLPH AFS TX  78150-9001

Exhibit 15
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Comment noted.

Comment noted.

Exhibit 14

Reports will be provided to Mr. Reale.

Exhibit 15




Exhibit 16

COSENT SHEET
CHANUTE AFS
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL (MPACT STATEMENT

NAME : F//&Au‘ L &‘10/'
ORGAN1 ZATION/AGENCY :
PLEASE CHECK TYPE OF ORGAN{ZATION;

FEDERAL AGENCY: STATE AGENCY: ____LOCAL GROUP: _____ INIDIVIOUAL: Y
MAILING AOORESS: 3/ 7 Wrrdenn DA Mg, s 47764

TeLemone nomers_[ 2 12 TS s 7Y

CHECK MERE IF YOU WISH TO SPEAK TODAY:

SUBJECT:
CHECK 1ERE IF YOU WOULD LIKE A COPY OF THE ENVINOMMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT:

YOU MAY ALS0 USE THIS SICET TO SUBMIT A WR{ITTEN COMMENT IN THE SPACE PROVIDED
BELOW. YOU MAY TURN YOUR COMMENT IN AT THE CLOSE OF TME MEETING OR SEND IT TO
THE ADDRESS AT THC QOTTOM OF THIS SHEET. WR{ITTEN COMMENTS MAY ALSO 8E
SUCHITTED IN A LETTER OR OTHER FORMAT,

T Locu’ /ﬂ"’fﬂ'ﬁzﬁzu_gmmm_.e_w

1 LamLEl oo LT RlZ kst r 1DFALD SBbrwen Wo:
Lol = /o s e ? F7E mmmen ‘A - Ad y
Lropiad _Olpiimpac &g&:‘ Py Lirs /10 ’h:fz

MAIL TO: ™S CATHERINE WITCMINS
H) ATC/DEEY
RANDOLPM AFB TX  T78130=-3001

COMENT SHEET
CHMUTE AFB
ORAFT ENVIROMAENTAL 1MPACT STATEMENT Exhibit 17

—

NANE ; [ TEA e (Y I-..LLII'LL_. L2

ORGAN | ZAT1ON/AGENCY ; .L'cu.u.u_d_a“u.u_e
PLEASE CHECK TYPE OF ORGAMIZATION:

FEODERAL AGENCY: ____ STATE AGEMCY: _____LOCAL GROUP: _‘/_mmmm._

i ing aooness: 3 3D 3. [Aawcs ST LD 37T/}mn-.-., A
TeLepwone wamer: /s 7) PG 3-s40 1

CHECK HERE 1F YOU WISH TO SPEAK TODAY:

SUBJECT:
CIIECK HERE IF YOU WOULD LIKE A COPY OF THE ENVIAOMMENTAL I"C‘T STATENENT

YOU MAY ALSO USE THIS SHEET TO SUBMIT A WRITTEN COMMENT IN TME SPACE PROVIOED
BELOW, YOU MAY TURN YOUR COMMENT (N AT THE CLOSE OF TWE MEETING OR SEND 1T TO
THE ADOMESS AT THMC DOTTOM OF THIS SMEET. WRITTEN COMMENTS MAY ALSO OE
SUDMITICD IN A LETTER OR OTMER FORMAT,

! 2.0 2&%%,: — / ‘ s

lrs Yoo TS AL i r N Ay PN CHP e T —— felMe, a1 e,

—
——

- o . - - -
1007 kit iny A /-I_:’gt"'a,' M //"I/[p s 2/ Lrrg8 T SV Re T BT T,

,— - Q . - - *
r T LTI TRl Treai gpaps o = T A Frte i b Lpewss A

(20" pr Al e Sy /I L 2L PLUA M e Ty ':"-s) TPAes 1w s
>

MO SN e S —

MAIL TO: WS CATMERINE WITCHINS
w0 ATC/0EEY
RANDOLPH AFS TX  74190-3001

A
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Exhibit 16

60. Comment noted.

Exhibit 17

Chanute AFB will receive the same consideration for funding as an
active installation, based on a "worst first® analysis.




Sgiimr Fcnra: lu;“laq IIH ’
P North Randolph Street
@ Doornnt o4 Eeerann Champaign, §11ino1s 61820 came Exhibit 18

Novesber 28, 1969

Ms. Calherine Hitchins

HQ ATC/OEEV

8laqg. 661, Room 117

Randolph AFB, Texas 78150-5001
Osar Ms. Hitchins:

We have reviewed the draft envirocnmental impact stitement on the clasure of
Chanute Air Force 8ase and have the following comments.

1. Base closure and resuiting future zoaing and ownership may eacourage
conversion of prime farmiang on the base.

2. MWater quality in the future may be affected by:
4. dbandoned uaderground storage tanks (If not properiy disposed)

b. abandoned weils (unless properiy sealed)
C. leachate from abandoned solid waste disposal areas.

Y.

JOHN J. ES
State Conservationist

({5

Rudy Rice, President, AISWCD, OuQuain, 1L

Steve Chara, I1DOA, Springfield, IL

Larry Ruhl, Soil Resources Committee, Fairfield, IL 62837

James 8. Newman, Oirector, Ecological Sciences Division, SCS, Washingtos, D.C.
J. Martin, AC, A-2

RLM:DN

U\Kg Exhibit 19

COMENT SMEET
CHANUTE AFB
DRAFT ENVIROMMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

NAME ¢ ‘:l\\L\/j'\l’ Y A Pf- L=l | R LK)
ORGAMIZATION/AGENCY
PLEASE CHECK TYPE OF ORGANIZATION:
FEDERAL AGENCY:____ STATE AGENCY: _____LOCAL mz___mlomm:__-;
MAILING ADORESS: SIS e s . fw r,_'(nu
TeLEPvone mowen:___ £ 0 - £ 3

CHECK MERE IF YOU WiSH TO SPEAK TODAY:

SUBJECT,
CIECK IERE IF YOU WOWLO LIKE A COPY OF TME ENVIROMMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT, )X,
TOU MAY ALSO USE THIS SIEET TO SUBMIT A WRITTEN COIMENT IN THE SPACE PROVIDED
BELOW. YOU WMAY TURN YOUR COMMENT 1w AT THE CLOSE OF TME MEETING OR SEND 1T TO

THE ADORESS AT THE BOTTOM OF THIS SHEET. WRITTEM COMMENTS MAY ALSO OF
SUDMITTED IN A LETTER OR OTMEN FORMAT.

ML E SECIUEI G p i e MBSO AL

LS CLioase ), S TME DR E SIS a0Vt

MAIL TO;: WS CATHERINE MiTCHINS
M) ATC/0EEY
RANDOLPY AFB TX  78130-3001

L w e e w e —— - P
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Comment noted.

Exhibit 18

Comment noted.

Exhibit 19

See response 1, 19, 12, 15, 53.




e S Exhibit 20

CHANUTE AF8
ORAFT ENYIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

NAME ; MM\I\ ME-V\ ( 'L‘/&

ORGAN 1 ZAT10N/AGENCY :

PLEASE CHECK TYPE OF ORGANIZAT ION:
FEDERAL AGENCT: STATE AGENCY: OCAL GROUP: momwux
Tevervone maeens___ S T 3L T D

WISH TO SPEAX TOOAY:
- ‘ - /

CHECK MERE IF

YOU MAY ALSQ USE THIS SHEET TO SUBMIT A WRITTEN COMMENT In THE SPACE PROVIDED
BELOW. YOU MAY TURN YOUR COMMENT (M AT THE CLOSE OF THE MEETING OR SEND IT TO
THE ADDRESS AT THE BOTTOM OF TMIS SHEET. WRITTEN COMMENTS MAY ALSO BE
SUDMITTED (N A LETTER OR OTHER FORMAT.

MASL TO: NS CATHERINE MITCHINS
W) ATC/OEEV
RANDOLPH AFB TX 78150-3001
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Exhibit 20

The Base Closure Commission proceedings are public information. The
Air Force is required by law to implement the Secretary of Defense’s
decision to close Chanute in a manner that minimizes impacts to the

environment.
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Same response as 52.

Exhibit 21
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-, Exhibit 22
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES Public Health Survice
e Ceniers for Discase Controt
Atlanta GA 30333

Dacember 8, 1989

Ms. Catherine litchins

HQ ATC/DEEV

Bldg 661, Room 117

Randolph AFB, Texas 78150-5001

Dear Mg. Hitchins:

We have campleted our review of the Draft Envirornmmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) for the Clomuxe of Chanute Air Foroe Mase, Illinois., We are
on behalf of the U.S. Public Health Sexrvice. Technical

rocponding
mhmfwmsmiump:wmmwswialmcmupmf
Center for tnvirunmental Health and lnjury Control.

Our review of the information provided did not reveal significant adverse
pablic health impacts due to the closure of this Base. We noted: 1) that
no conatruction or dumolition activities are planned as part ot closure;
+2) that the examination of any altarmative actions is precluded by FL
100~526; 3) that the Installation Kestoration Program is xrdcpammt of
closure and will continue as needed after the military mission has bean
teminated; 4) that alternatives for futura use of Charuta AFB are not
relevant to this DEIS; ard 5) that several activities, such as a
undergrourd storage tank plan and a hazardous waste storage facility
closure plan, will require compliance with Federal, State and local
envirommental regulators.

Wo also note that several issues related to public health, including
PCB’s, asbastos, and radon, await furthar stixdy. Thess issues must
receive appropriate atlention in planning for ciosure and/or future use of
these facilities.

Thank you for the opportunity to review and coment on this OEIS. Please
insure that we are included on your mailing list to receive a copy of the
final document, @al fulure DEIS’s which may indicate potential public
health impact amd are developed under the National Envirommental Policy
Act (NEPA).

Sinceroly yours,

Rl HEF

Xenneth W. Holt, M.S.E.H.

Enviromantal Health Scientist

Cantar for Envirorsmental Health
and Injury Control
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Comment noted.

Exhibit 22




Exhibit 23

LINCOLN TOWER PLAZA + 524 SOUTH SECOND STREET « SPRINGFIELD 62701-1787
CHICAGO OFFICE * ROOM 4-300 * 100 WEST RANDOLPH 60801
MARK FRECH, DIRECTOR - KATHY SELCKE, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

October 17, 1989

Mr. Will Ballard

Environmental Planner

Woolpert

409 E. Monument Ave. .
Dayton, Ohio 45402-1226

Dear Mr. Ballard:

Thank you for your September 18, 1989 letter concerning preparation
of an environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for closure of and
withdrawal of personnel from Chanute Air Force Base, Rantoul,
Illinois. The Department would be pleased to participate in the
EIS process as a coordinating agency.

We understand the EIS currently under preparation will only discuss
the closure and personnel withdrawal impacts of the base closing,
while a future EIS will discuss the disposition and re-use of the
lease for non-military purposes.

We also understand that, until such time as the lease ownership
is transferred from the military, the Air Force is committed to
continued maintenance of base structures to prevent deterioration.
Under this scenario we assume that current management of base
farmlands, recreation areas, etc. will not change dramatically,
though maintenance may not be as intense as it was when the base
was actively in use.

Under the above scenario we do not expect any adverse, long term
impacts to the areas fish, wildlife and natural heritage resources.

To assist you in EIS preparation you have already been sent
information from the Natural Heritage Database on significant
natural features that occur on or in proximity to Chanute. Also
attached for your information is a listing of the Fish and Wildlife
species known to occur in Champaign County. This information is
from the Illinois Fish and Wildlife Information System (IFWIS).

RECEIVED
OOT 201989




Exhibit 23

I am also enclosing information from the Department's 1969
Champaign County Water Resources Report on the Chanute Air Force
Base Ponds which you may find of interest.

Finally, I am enclosing information concerning the Department's
involvement in the conservation and development of fish and
wildlife resources at Chanute. This includes a copy of the
cooperative agreement between the Department and Chanute,
information on our involvement in fisheries management on the 17
acre lake constructed in 1985 and a memo and letter which details
some possible wildlife habitat development/improvements at Chanute.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. I hope you find the
attached information useful in your EIS preparation. Give me a
call if you have further questions or needs (217/782-3715).
Sincerely,

Hidhud W et

Richard Ww. LutzTQSupervisor
Impact Analysis \Section
Division of Planning
RWL:mip

Attachments: S
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Comments incorporated into the document.

Exhibit 23




Exhibit 24

lllinois Department of Conservation
life and land together

LINCOLN TOWER PLAZA + 524 SOUTH SECOND STREET ¢ SPRINGFIELD 62701-1787
CHICAGO OFFICE *» ROOM 4-300 ¢ 100 WEST RANDOLPH 60601

MARK FRECH, DIRECTOR - KATHY SELCKE, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
September 13, 1989

Mr. Will Ballard
Woolpert Consultants
409 E. Monument Ave.
Dayton, OH 45402-1226

Dear Mr. Ballard:

Per your request, I have searched our data files for significant
features on or near the Chanute Air Force Base. No significant
natural features were found. .

Please note that although no natural features were found by the
Illinois Natural Heritage Database, there is always the possibility
that significant features unknown to the Database may exist at the
site. One state endangered species that could possibly be found
at the alrport is the upland sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda).
This species is commonly associated with grassy areas around
airports.

This letter does not constitute consultation as required by
Executive Order No. 7 and/or the Illinois Endangered Species
Protection Act. Please contact the Department of Conservation's
Division of Planning (ATTN: Dick Lutz) to initiate the required
consultation.

I cannot charge you for the search of our database, but I would
like to urge your support of the Illinois Natural Heritage Database
by contributing to the Illinois Nongame Wildlife Conservation Fund.
I have enclosed a sheet showing the expenses in searching the
database.

If I can be of further assistance, please feel free to call me at
(217) 785-8774.

Sincerely,

- L
C;%i::‘:%isuhnerkempe

Data Coordinator
Division of Natural Heritage

RECEIVED

SEP 191989
cc: Carl Becker

Bob Szafoni WOOLPERT CONSULTANTS
Dick Lutz
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Comments incorporated into the document.
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Exhibit 25

Illinois Historic
===- Preservation Agency

u Old State Capitol * Springfield, [llinois 62701 * (217) 782-4836

217/785-4512

Champaign County
Rantoul
Chanute AFB Closure
IHPA Log #01092889

Mr. Wil1 Ballard
Environmental Planner
Woolpert Consultants

409 East Monument Avenue
Dayton, Ohio 45402-1226

Dear Mr. Ballard:

Thank you for your letter informing us that your firm will be preparing an
Environmental Impact Statement for the closure of Chanute Air Force Base.

A Phase I archaeological survey was completed by our office in 1987 of the
entire base property. A single isolated find°was located. The results of
this survey indicate that no significant archaeological properties are located
within the base property.

We have also discussed historic properties on the base with Air Force
personnei. It is our understanding that they contracted with a firm to
perform an assessment of buildings on the base that may meet National Register
of Historic Places criteria. If this has not been done, it should be.

Several buildings, including the hangers and Building 3, probably meet
National Register standards for eligibility.

We have also had contact with the Mayor of Rantoul who is investigating the
possibility of nominating the hanger buildings to the National Register of
Historic Places. The village of Rantoul thinks that the added tax advantages
associated with historic properties would increase the marketability of the
structures.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. If we can be of assistance to you
during preparation of the Environmental Impact Statement please contact our
office at 217/785-4512.

Sincerely,
Anne M. Haakerg \ _E:E]VED
Coordinatoré Reiource
Protection Services
0CT0S 1989

AMH :kh
WOGLPFERT “ONSULTS
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Comments incorporated into the document.

Exhibit 25
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yfa"b% United States Department of the Interior

Exhibit 26

I RRPLY REFER TO:

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE COM: 309/793-5800
- E ROCK ISLAND FIELD OFFICE (ES) FTS: 386-5800
1830 Second Avenue, Second Floor
Rock Island. lllinois 61201

October 10, 1989

Will Ballard

Woolpert Consultants

409 East Monument Avenue
Dayton, Ohio 45402-1226

Dear Mr. Ballard:

This is in response to your letter regarding the closing of Chanute
Air Force, Rantoul, Illinois. There are no areas in the study area

of concern to our agency and we therefore have no comment on the
proposal to close the base.

This letter provides comment under the authority of and in
accordance with provisions of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination
Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.):; the National

Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as_amended; and the Endangered
Species Act of 1973, as amended.

4 1

/ W%/
ichard C! Neligon

Field Supervisor

==WVED

P

0CT 161989
GB:hw  WOQLPERT CONSULTANTS
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Comment noted.
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Exhibit 27

State of Illinois

: \ ‘z DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

/ Division of Natural Resources
State Fairgrounds, P.O. Box 19281, Springfield, IL 62794-9281, 217/782-6297

Bureau of Farmiand Protection Bureau of Soil Conservation

November 8, 1989

Mr. Will Ballard
Environmental Planner
Woolpert Consultants

409 East Monument Avenue
Dayton, Ohio 45402-1226

Dear Mr. Ballard:

Thank you for recently notifying the Illinois Department of Agriculture
(IDOA) of the forthcoming Environmental Impact Statement which pertains to
the slated closure of Chanute Air Force Base at Rantoul, Illinois. Please be
advised that the IDOA wishes to be officially recognized as a cooperating
agency regarding this matter.

In conjunction with the closure of the base, the potential certainly exists
for the agricultural community to sustain detrimental impacts. The following
conveys the perceived agricultural impacts that would be affiliated with an

action of this nature.

ég;icultural Resources

According to your recent correspondence, approximately 311 acres on the
base are devoted to intensive agricultural use. Undoubtedly, termination
of the base would make said land more susceptible to non-agricultural
development scenarios. Development of this farmland may also act as a
catalyst for urban related development initiatives to occur on
agricultural land to the south and the east of the existing base.
Considering the presence of the prime farmland soils within the confines
of the base and in the areas adjacent thereto, it would be preferable for
the integrity of these agricultural resources to be protected for
continued agricultural pursuits.

Impacts To Agricultural Producers

We presume the closure of the base would result in adverse economic
impacts for the farmer(s) that rents agricultural land from the U.S. Air
Force. There 1s a strong likelihood that the farmland would no longer be
available for agricultural use. The extent of these impacts would be
contingent upon the overall size of the farmer's operation. If a large
quantity of land is farmed elsewhere, the economic impacts may not be
severe. Conversely, if the farmland on the base constitutes thk majority
of the farming operation, the economic effects would clearly be RE
significant.

= VEL

NOV 2 01989




Exhibit 27

Mr. Ballard
Page 2
November 8, 1989

Impacts To Subsurface Drainage Systems

It is highly probable that subsurface tile drainage systems serve the
farmland on the base and it is possible these tile lines extend into the
agricultural land to the south and east of the base. Proper drainage is
essential for a farming operation to be profitable. As previously
mentioned, the abandonment of the base could result in the conversion of
farmland that is currently utilized for farming purposes. Development of
the farmland on the base may sever or crush tile lines which also
accommodate the farmland to the south and east. If this is the case,
subsurface drainage would be disrupted and water from rainfall events
would remain on the surface for lengthy periods of time. This is an
undesirable condition for land that is intensively row cropped.

The aforementioned information represents the respective égricultural impact
issues which should be properly addressed within the upcoming Environmental
Impact Statement. Please direct a copy of the document to this office for
our examination.

If you have any questions regarding the remarks exprgssed herein, do not
hesitate to contact us. ’

Sincerely,

Steven D. Chard, Chief@

Bureau of Farmland Protection
SDC:mdg

cec: Larry Aldag, IDOA
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Same response as 1.
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Exhibit 28

@ Illinois Environmental Protection Agency - P.O. Box 19276, Springfieid, IL 62794-9276

217/785-5735
Chanute Air Force Base--EIS for Closure of Base

November 14, 1989

Mr. Will Ballard
Woolpert Consultants

409 East Monument Avenue
Dayton, Ohio 45402-1226

Dear Mr. Ballard:

In response to your request of September 18, 1989, the Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency will participate in the preparation
of the environmental impact statement for the closure of Chanute Air
Force Base, as a cooperating agency subject to resource constraints.
The role of the Agency will be limited to that of review and comment
and providing data and information which the Agency possesses.

We note the process of providing data and discussion has already
commenced as outline in your letter. We also note that the scoping
meetings for the preparation of the EIS have already taken place.

If you have any questions or comments, please contact Tom McSwiggin
at 217-782-0610.

Sincerely,

Roger A. Kanerva
Manager
Environmental Programs

RAK:TGM:mjm
cc: Tom McSwiggin
RECE\VED

WOV 161989
WOOLPLRT CONSULTANTS
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Comment noted.
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Comments taken from transcripts from the public hearing on the draft FIS.
The meeting was held at the Rantoul Township High School on November 11,

1989.

73. However, I do have a problem with attempts to completely separate,
with the exception of the Regional Waste Water Treatment Plan
environmental and socio-economic impacts an artificial, if not an
impossible division.

Same response as 1.

74. ¥What prospective purchaser, with today’s environmental laws and
concerns, will be seriously interested in property that is less than
totally safe and clean? An if such a prospect is found, what happens
to the market value of a property less than clean?

It is in the best interest of the Air Force to have quick and
appropriate cleanup of any contaminated sites. A11 IRP sites will be
monitored and remediation will occur as necessary. These sites will
be precluded from development until any health hazards are
eliminated. The Air Force intends to dispose of the property at fair
market value, so a maintenance program will be instituted to prevent
deterioration of assets. -

75. And it goes on with four options, the first of which is long-term
monitoring of the materials conditions. We find this unacceptable.
We cannot operate on a long term in this situation. Secondly is
enclosure within solid structures, and third is encapsulation with
sprayed-on coatings. What happens with interior walls that are
enclosed, or when in doubt, they’re encapsulated? The fourth one and
the last one listed is the removal of the material which, in our
view, is the only acceptable option.

Air Force policy is that there will not be a transfer of any property
with asbestos that constitutes an immediate health hazard. If a
decision is made to demolish any facility, all hazardous materials,
including asbestos, will be removed in accordance with federal and
state environmental regulations. Same as response 42. Same as
response 42.




76.

77.

78.

79.

Under what ronditions would it be impnssibie to remove the
contaminated soil caused by leaking USTs?

Soil contamination at depth may be difficult to remove because the
plume of contamination maybe very extensive. State and Federal EPA’s
have recovery systems to remove contaminants but not necessarily to
2ero. The Air Force will work very closely with the state and the
EPA to contain the contamination to at least the point where there is
not a health risk.

It then goes on to state that abandoned USTs--those no longer in
service--are generally programmed, a term that Mike Little also
brought up. You know, what is "generally," and why does it say
*generally?® Why not "always?" You know, does "generally" mean 50
percent or over 50 percent, or 39 out of 77?

The correction has been made in the Draft EIS, page 3-20.

What is a minimal maintenance program, and what is this going to do
for Chapman Court and for Rantoul?

The minimal maintenance program which will include the Chapman Courts
area will be a preventive maintenance program. This program will be
operated in & fashion that assets wil: be protected from losing their
market value.

Or why only shallow monitoring wells at some of the landfill sites?
Why not core samples from the landfill areas? Why are only the
superficial soils forming the landfill caps being sampled? What
about the soils around the sides and beneath these landfill areas?

Landfi1l coring will not as a rule be done. Tests and investigations
are conducted to gather information so that informed decisions can be
made. Coring is commonly done at three or five locations within a
base to get a firsthand look at the geology of the general area.
Taking a core from a landfill provides almost no helpful information
and can be dangerous to the drilling crew due to such problems as
release of methane gas. On the other hand, surface soil samples are
appropriate at closed landfills to test the integrity of the landfill
cap. Groundwater monitoring wells are instalied on the perimeter and
down gradient (in the direction of groundwater flow) of the landfill.
Shallow wells are installed into the uppermost aquifer as a first
step because any contarinant leakage would reach the uppermost
aquifer first. If contaminants are found, deeper wells into the next
aquifer layer may be necessary.




81.

82.

83.

What are the development limitations over the landfill sites?

Eventually all IRP sites will be made available for reuse. However,
there will be restrictions due to engineering limitations, such as
not constructing a building on a capped landfill. When all necessary
studies and remedial actions are complete at IRP sites, those lands
will be released for disposal (sale or other type of property
transfer). Restrictions on the type of development will be placed on
some parcels. Lands containing closed landfills are not appropriate
for structures of appreciable size. Closed landfills are most
suitable for recreational areas, i.e., parks, golf courses,
wilderness areas, etc. Any development over a closed landfill which
would disturb or remove the cap (cover material) poses many problems,
both engineering and environmental. Restrictions against such
development that are needed to protect human health and the
environment will convey with the property.

what about the water supply, the holding tanks, the
maintenance--which you’ve already touched upon--and the steam
plant--and of course, the pending problems with the waste water

system.

The water supply, holding tanks, and steam plant will be included in
the base maintenance program which i1l prevent. deterioration of
assets. The waste water system will be impacted by the eventual
reuse as well as the closure of the base, interim and long term
objectives to be considered. The Air Force will participate in the
reuse EIS and process to look at and work with the Village of Rantoul
in minimizing the impacts to the waste water treatment plant.

And on the next page, under "Groundwater Resources” it states, "The
closure will also reduce future construction that would create more
impervious space on the aquifer recharge area that the base partially
occupies.® Gentlemen, those statements can only valid if present
land, buildings and so on retain a status quo. We’'re not willing to
settle for that.

Comment noted

¥We need, expect, and even demand that all environmental concerns be
addressed quickly and efficiently, that the cleanup be complete, and
that the village be directly informed and involved every step of the

way.

Comment noted. The Village is invited to participate in the
environmental programs.




84.

85.

87.

I am Mel Webster. I'm the Director of the Retiree Activities Program,
representing approximately 4,000 military retirees from all branches
of the Armed Forces. I would like to spend one minute listing the
environmental impact the military retiree will notice: No hospital,
no dental care, no base exchange store, no commissary, no alterations
shop, no barber shop, no beauty shop, no flower shop, no laundry/dry
cleaning shop, no optical shop, no service station, no theaters, no
SATO, no clubs, no arts and crafts center, no auto craft shop, no
athletic complex, no bowling center, no child care center, no golf
course, no package store, no skeet range, no swimming pools, no
thrift shop, no youth center. I thank you.

Same response as 1.

vhat are they to do without the hospital? What are we to do if
Chanute closes?

Same response as 1. Same response as 1.

where are we going to get the money for the doctors, hospitals and
medicine?

Same response as 1.

Closing Chanute and the potential of it is creating stress in this
area. .

Same response as 1.

I would 1ike the second Economic Impact Statement to address itself
to these types of people issues, so we can better be prepared to help
the people in this area deal with this situation. I would also like
the Air Force to respond, in terms of how you can help us deal with
this situation and what kinds of impact we can expect, in terms of
the social services and the human aspects of this situation.

Same response as 1.
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Figure 3.4

ZONING MAP - INCORPORATED AREA"
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